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Sunday, August 15  - Friday, August 20, 2021

Cycle-tourists will go to great lengths to find new roads to ride. Over the years, Santa Rosa Cycling Club tour groups, searching for 
something special out there over the horizon, have traveled as far north as the Columbia River, as far south as the Mexican border, 
and as far east as the canyonlands of Utah. (Not to mention informal club tours jetting off to Provence or Tuscany.) Are the roads 
and the adventures at the ends of these long “commutes” worth all that time and effort? Absolutely!

But with all that looking over the fence for greener pastures elsewhere, sometimes we forget the roads and landscapes right in 
our own backyard. We who live in the North Bay are fortunate to ride every week in a cycling paradise. But do we think of staging 
a multi-day tour near home? Not really. We do our day rides from home and then cook in our own kitchens and sleep in our own 
beds at the end of the day. However, just beyond that day-tripping zone, just over the hill and around a few bends, there are roads 
to ride and scenery to see that are worthy of our attention but just a bit too far from home for dashing back to our cribs after a ride. 
We discovered that with the nearby Santa Cruz Tour a few years back, just down the road in the South Bay. Now we’re proposing 
another tour that’s even closer to home but still far enough away to feel like an exploration of somewhere new and exotic.

As the name of the tour suggests, this is a visit to Lake and Mendocino Counties, our next door neighbors to the north. It starts 
and ends at Ukiah High School, just a short jaunt up Hwy 101 from our club warehouse in Santa Rosa. Being so close to home 
means we can drive to the start in the morning, stow our car pool fleet, and still have time to do the relatively short, easy first 
stage during what’s left of the day. The final stage will work the same way: ride in the morning and drive home in the afternoon. 
Configured this way, the entire tour takes only six days. We have a Saturday at the start for prep work, then the drive-and-ride on 
Sunday. Six stages from Sunday through Friday, including the drive home on Friday afternoon, leaving the day after that—Sat-
urday—for cleaning up all the equipment, etc., and the Sunday after that for settling back into normal life before having to show 
up for work the next week.

We originally planned this tour for late May of 2020 but it was postponed because of the pandemic. We now have it on the calendar 
for mid-August, 2021, when we hope the virus-related disruptions in our lives will have settled down.

One of the things we hear often from our tour participants is a desire for loop rides from hubs, meaning staying in the same camp 
for more than one night. This is not always an easy thing to arrange. (If it were we would do it all the time.) But on this tour we 

Six days • Six stages • 280-350 miles • 25,000’
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have managed it. There are only three camps for the entire tour: 
two nights at Clear Lake State Park, one night at Hendy Woods 
State Park, and two nights at Russian Gulch State Park. You 
will only have to put up (or take down) your tent three times all 
week. All three parks have showers.

How hard is this tour? That is not a simple question to answer. 
The daily miles are quite moderate and there are longer and 
shorter options on five of the six stages. The overall elevation 
gain—approximately 25,000'—ranks among the lowest of all 
the many tours we’ve offered. But that modest total gain hides 
a few bogeymen in the bushes. There are days that are easy but 
others with substantial climbing. None of the climbs is an hors 
categorie monster like Etna summit on our Wild Rivers Tour. Not 
even close. But there will be work to do: Cobb Mountain on Stage 
2; Hopland Grade on Stage 3; Orr Springs on Stage 6. Bottom 
line: it’s not a cake walk, but if you have completed any of the 
club’s easier tours, you shouldn’t have any trouble with this one.

Maps, route slips, elevation profiles, and descriptive copy for 
each stage are provided in this preview booklet, along with 
loads of pretty photos...eye candy. We will also provide links 
to RideWithGPS maps suitable for downloading to Garmins or 
similar cyclometers.

For now though, here are brief thumbnails of the six stages...

Stage 1 (57, 64 or 72 miles) heads north from Ukiah around the 
top of Lake Mendocino, then humps over the ridge to Blue Lakes 
and Scotts Valley, northwest of Clear Lake. A rolling run along 
Kelsey Creek takes us to the state park overlooking Dorn Bay. 

Stage 2 (44 or 64 miles) is a hilly romp up and over Cobb Moun-
tain and down to Middletown, returning to the state park along 
the western shore of Clear Lake. The short route lops off the 
southern end of the loop via Loch Lomond Road. 

Stage 3 (65 miles) travels west over Hopland Grade and Mountain 
House Road, then north along Hwy 128 through Boonville and 
Anderson Valley to Hendy Woods State Park, deep in the redwoods 
on the Navarro River. 

Stage 4 (36, 49 or 52 miles) heads north and west toward Men-
docino (below). The two shorter routes do so by way of Hwy 128 
along the Navarro River, then north along the coastal cliffs on 
Hwy 1. The longest route heads west on hilly Philo-Greenwood 

Road to Elk, picking up Hwy 1 there. Short routes allow time 
for off-the-bike activities at the finish.

Stage 5 (34 or 49 miles) heads north from Russian Gulch into 
and through the old lumber town of Fort Bragg, then returns 
south on the old logging road above the beach in MacKerricher 
State Park and along the new Noyo Headlands Trail west of Fort 
Bragg. Two moderately hilly out-&-backs are the only difference 
between the long and short routes. This layover day between 
our two nights at Russian Gulch State Park is intended to offer 
many options for our participants: hiking in the beautiful state 
park, visiting a spectacular garden, or perhaps heading back into 
Mendocino, just a couple of miles south of camp.

Stage 6 (49 or 52 miles) takes us back to Ukiah through the re-
mote and rugged hills along Comptche-Ukiah and Orr Springs 
Roads...all of it gorgeous. Don’t be fooled by the relatively low 
miles: elevation gain is over 5600'. Even so, the short miles 
should allow us time to drive home in the afternoon.

This tour follows the format of most past club tours...what we 
call cooperative touring: all participants share in the chores as-
sociated with keeping our little village moving along the roads.  
This tour is all camping...no motels and no nights dining out 
in restaurants. So we’ll muster a cook crew for each of our five 
nights in camps. We provide (and cooperatively prepare) all the 
dinners and breakfasts on our camp days, as well as providing 
pocket food for the rides every day and snacks and drinks for 
after-ride relaxing (but BYOB). Two small trucks will haul our 
luggage each day, as well as all the food, supplies, and cooking 
equipment. A paid crew of two will be in charge of moving the 
trucks and coordinating all the food chores, from shopping to 
guiding the cook teams each day. Veterans know the drill on this 
and we will assist any new participants in getting up to speed. 

In addition to our luggage and food/equipment trucks, we will 
be accompanied each day by one sag wagon. This will mean one 
rest stop around the mid-point of each relatively short stage. 
Or, if we can manage it, two stops, with the sag leapfrogging 
the riders. We know we can do this some days but not every day.

Once our roster is set, participants will receive further e-mail 
updates about tour logistics, including sorting out the car pools. 
We will provide additional information and more detailed maps 
for each of our overnight sites.
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Stage 1: Ukiah to Clear Lake State Park 
64 miles, 3700' up, 2800' down 
57 miles, 3300' up, 2400' down 
72 miles, 4000' up, 3100' down

https://ridewithgps.com/routes/31798963

https://ridewithgps.com/routes/31844766

https://ridewithgps.com/routes/35182252

After cruising through a suburban neighborhood on the northern 
edge of Ukiah and doing a short run north on State Street—the 
city’s main drag—we get onto our first back roads at mile 2.7: 
Lake Mendocino Drive and East Calpella Road. They will take us 
north for about four miles through a mix of woods and rural-
residential settlement. There is one small climb in there but the 
rest is either level or mildly downhill.

The long and short routes diverge at 
mile 6.4 when the short route turns 
right on Marina Drive. This shortcut 
is easy to describe: up and over a ridge 
and down into Ky-En Campground,  the 
Army Corps of Engineers facility on the 
north shore of Lake Mendocino. The 
road runs right through the park and out 
the other side before teeing into Hwy 20, 
where it rejoins the longer routes.

The longer routes depart East Calpella 
Road just after the short route’s depar-
ture, only they turn left, duck under 
Hwy 101 and run north along frontage 
roads for a couple of rolling miles before 
a short climb into Redwood Valley, an 
exurban outlier of Ukiah. For the 64-mile 
route, a more-or-less level run across 
the valley brings us to Road B, a pleasant 
little side road and our biggest climb so 
far. It’s not really much of a challenge, 
which is true for most of the climbs 
today: there are a few of them but they’re 
mostly short and not too steep. Road 

B gains around 400' in two miles...a 
lumpy, stairstepping ascent that rarely 
exceeds 5% and is usually less than 
that. It tops out at a junction with 
Road A at mile 14.2 and this is a nice 
spot to put a foot down and admire 
the view down the wooded hillside, 
with Lake Mendocino taking center 
stage (left).

That’s Road A in the photo and that’s 
where we’re headed, downhill on a 
short, steep twister that tees into Hwy 
20 just uphill from the point where 
the short route hits the highway. All 
three routes are together from here 
on, with the longer routes plumped 
up by seven and 15 miles.

The extra miles that fatten the 72-mile 
route are just a longer loop up into 
Redwood Valley, not quite level but 
close to it. Scenery is essentially the 
same as on the 64-mile loop.

The run along Hwy 20 should be moderate and uneventful. The 
scenery along the valley is all rural, mixing woods and meadows 
with an occasional farm. There will doubtless be some traffic on 
this fairly important highway but there are wide shoulders most 
of the time. It’s a false-flat uphill for about seven miles along the 
highway before we encounter our next significant climb.

The climb is obvious as we approach it and when we finally 
have to shift down into some climbing gears, the uphill side of 
the road picks up a passing lane. This is not a hard climb but it 
looks and feels tedious as we come to grips with it: just a straight 
shot up to the ridge...no fun. But we’re not going there! About a 
half-mile into the climb we escape onto Old Lake County Road 
(below), an antiquated remnant of an earlier highway that was 
bypassed by the newer, straighter road over the ridge. We’re on 
the old road—and off the new highway—for just over a mile. 
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That may not seem like much but it’s a big 
plus for cyclists, getting off the new highway 
and lopping the top off that tiresome climb.

We have to return to Hwy 20 briefly for a 
short descent to a right turn onto Blue Lakes 
Road (above). Talk about antiquated roads...
Blue Lakes and Laurel Dell Road, which 
comes next, are both old and fairly decrepit 
in that crusty, rustic way any Sonoma County 
rider would know well. Hardly more than 
a lane wide at times, they bump along next 
to the two Blue Lakes and the ragtag resort 
cabins ranged out along the little lakes. The 
three-mile run along these old lanes is ap-
proximately level, although there is one little 
climb near the start

After the run along the lakes, Laurel Dell 
dumps out onto Scotts Valley Road, heading 
in a southeasterly direction down its name-
sake valley. All of the scenery down the valley 
will be pretty much what you see in the two 
photos at the right. We’ll be in the valley for 
about 12 miles but it won’t all be along Scotts 
Valley Road. Hendricks Road (middle photo) 
and Martin Street (bottom photo) are two of 
the three other roads we’re on during this 
section. There’s nothing really wrong with 
Scotts Valley Road itself. It’s a dandy back 
road. But the others have their charms as 
well, and in the case of Riggs Road and Mar-
tin, they help us dodge around the clutter and 
congestion of the town of Lakeport, up along 
the north shore of Clear Lake. No offense to 
the good people of Lakeport but their main 
roads and downtown are not ideal for biking. 
However, thanks to squiggling around on the 
aforementioned side roads, we manage to 
miss most of the town and all of its downtown 
congestion.

We don’t quite miss the suburban sprawl en-

tirely. Beginning with the tail end of 
Martin, we have about a mile of city 
stuff to get through before returning 
to country roads. None of it is awful...
just a brief interlude of suburban 
boulevards and development, over 
quickly.

With that short transit around the 
edge of Lakeport behind us, we head 
south and eventually east through 
pear and walnut orchards and woods 
to the west of the lake and of the 
town of Kelseyville. Most of the 
middle miles of this stage—since that 
little climb on Blue Lakes Road—
have been close to level with just a 
sampling of small rollers. There are 
a few tiny uphill bumps culminating 
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in a modest summit and frisky descent on Martin, but none of 
it is at all difficult. That same mostly flat topography continues 
through the next few miles amid the orchards and woods.

South of Lakeport, we pick up Hwy 175 briefly. We’ll be on this 
road again on Stage 3, heading west for Hopland Grade. But 
we’re not ready for that yet. Today we’re looking for a left on tiny 
George Road. There is no street sign saying "George Road" at the 
turn. The only sign we get is one about 100 yards before the turn 
listing Mathews Road with an arrow pointing to the left. Mathews 
Road is the next, larger road after we’ve been on George for about 
3/4ers of a mile. When you see the big green sign for Mathews 
Road it's time to turn left.

When we turn left from George onto Mathews Road, we begin 
a run of about five miles (44 to 49 on 
the 64-mile route) along almost dead 
flat roads through the orchards and 
vineyards, all of them almost straight, 
turning left or right along the classic 
section lines of farm country. 

That flat and straight interlude ends 
midway along Adobe Creek Road. That 
road and Kelsey Creek Road (above), 
which follows it, form a meandering 
loop down at the bottom of today’s 
stage. A look at the map will tell you 
that riding these roads is not the short-
est distance between A and B. But when 
is cycle-touring ever about the shortest 
distance to anywhere? This roundabout 
route is definitely the way to go. These 
are some of the nicest miles of the day.

Just after mile 49 (64-mile route), 
Adobe Creek leaves the flats and begins 

a series of dinky climbs and de-
scents that finally top out at a little 
summit two miles later. At that 
point the road name changes to 
Kelsey Creek and the topography 
heads downhill more often than 
not. Although Adobe Creek is more 
up than down and Kelsey Creek 
is more down than up, both of 
them jook around any old way they 
please, diving and dancing, down 
into dips and up over humps, all of 
it perfectly scaled for bike speed. 
Good stuff!

Kelsey Creek eventually levels 
out and then we turn uphill—a 
small climb—on Staheli Drive 
and work our way into the town 
of Kelseyville. We roll down Main 
Street and then head out the other 
side of town for another few rural 
miles on more of the same nearly 
flat roads—more section line cor-
ners—as we approach the big lake 
and the state park on its shore.

Clear Lake State Park is located on a point extending into the 
lake. It would be hard to imagine a more beautiful setting for a 
park on this lake, which is probably why the park is here. There 
are four separate campgrounds within the park: Cole Creek, 
Kelsey Creek, and Lower and Upper Bayview. Cole Creek and 
Kelsey Creek are the big ones down in the main part of the park 
on the shore of the lake, always bustling with RVs and boat-
ers. The two Bayview camps are more remote, up a steep little 
climb—10%  for almost half a mile (hardest climb of the day)—
away from everything else. They are beautifully situated above 
Dorn Bay (below). The steep climb keeps most of the bigger RVs 
away. They can’t negotiate the steep hill and the tight turns on 
the way up. There are showers in Upper Bayview campground.
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Stage 2: Cobb Mountain-Clear Lake Loop 
62 miles, 5400' up and down 
44 miles, 4000' up and down
https://ridewithgps.com/routes/31363498

https://ridewithgps.com/routes/31363514

Today is a day of big climbs, big descents, 
big adventure. Doing the long route, 
with over 5000' of gain, is going to chal-
lenge many people. In fact, with another 
big climbing day looming tomorrow—
one with no short option—choosing the 
short route today might be a prudent 
decision for some. The short route still 
has to do 90% of the biggest climb, as 
well as the assorted climbs along the lake 
later in the day. It may be short but it’s 
a long way from easy. It only looks easy 
compared to the long route.

We’re heading back out of the park the 
way we came in: down the steep hill to 
the main camp at lake level (above). 
The retracing of yesterday’s later miles 
continues until we’re back in Kelseyville. 
That includes Clark Drive (middle 
photo). Seeing as how we’re doing this 
nice road on two stages, once in each 
direction, it deserves to have its photo 
in the book. Once back in Kelseyville, 
we head out for new roads: left on Main 
Street and, one block later, right on Live 
Oak Drive. 

After crossing Hwy 29 and riding past the 
last straggles of Kelseyville development, 
around mile 7 the road begins to tilt 
uphill. This is effectively the beginning 
of the day’s biggest climb: about 12 miles 
on the long route and 11 miles on the 
short. That sounds rather daunting and 
it should. That’s a long time to be going 
up. But a look at the elevation profile will 
tell us that the big ascent is actually di-

vided into several pitches of varying grades with 
numerous flatter spots interspersed along the 
way...even a few retrograde sections. The steep-
est pitch might just be the first quarter-mile of 
climb at mile 7, which flirts with 10%. There are 
a couple of other short stretches—one of them 
after the short route turns off—that may touch 
8% or even 10%, but most of the other miles are 
3% to 5% or less.

At mile 8.5, we cut over on Bottle Rock Road to 
Hwy 29. After a mile-plus on 29 we peel off onto 
Hwy 175. (One of the steeper bits is right after 
the turn onto 175.) Folks who have ridden up 
in this area may wonder why we chose to use 
Hwy 175 instead of Bottle Rock. They both end 
up in the same place. We’ve done Bottle Rock 
on many club rides. It always seemed like the 

default setting. But after careful consideration, this time we’re 
opting for 175 (bottom photo). The climbing is a little easier—
more varied and less unrelenting—and there is more shade from 
the nearby woods. And on top of that, it has fairly recently been 
paved to a very high standard.
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There isn’t a lot to say about the long, usually easy uphill along 
this highway. Scenery is lovely all the way...a mix of woods and 
meadows (above). Traffic is light. The paving is excellent. It’s a 
sugar-coated way to take your climbing medicine.

Just beyond mile 18, we arrive at the wide spot in the road called 
Loch Lomond. (Anyone who bursts into song about taking the 
high road and meeting on the bonny banks of Loch Lomond will 
be pelted with pine cones.) This is where the short route turns 
off. We figure this will be a good spot for our sag wagon. 18 miles 
might seem a little early for a stop but remember that many of 
those miles have been uphill. After supporting all our riders here, 
the sag can  bustle on down to the junction of Big Canyon and 
Seigler Canyon, where the two routes rejoin. That’s just past mile 
42 on the long route...24 miles after the Loch Lomond stop and 
23 miles to go to the finish. It’s only a few miles from the Loch 
Lomond stop for the short course riders but then again, it’s only 
26 miles from Loch Lomond to the finish for those folks.

Let’s get that short-course shortcut out of the way first. There is 
a little more climbing once onto Loch Lomond Road, then a mile 
of gentle downhill through the woods 
and another mile of even gentler uphill. 
At that point things get exciting. The 
next mile drops 700'...that’s a 13% grade. 
Another half-mile of fast roll-out takes our 
amped up descenders to the Big Canyon-
Seigler Canyon junction where they will 
arrive well ahead of even the fastest of the 
long-course riders.

Meanwhile, the long haul riders will be 
continuing to climb on Hwy 175, includ-
ing that steeper section just uphill from 
Loch Lomond. At mile 20, we arrive at the 
highest summit, not only on today’s stage 
but on the entire tour: 3035', near the 
mountain resort of Cobb. A fast, twist-
ing descent of a mile and a half follows, 
then a mild climb of one mile makes us 
work a little bit more. But then? Oh boy... 
From the little resort of Whispering Pines, 
the highway drops almost 1300' in three 
miles...an average of 8%. It’s a screamer...

as fast and frantic as your descending 
skills and nerves can manage. All on 
excellent pavement. Whooo! 

The next four miles are still downhill but 
only barely...a long, fast roll-out..and that 
brings us to the town of Middletown at 
mile 30. Nip across town on a quiet neigh-
borhood street and head out the other 
side on Big Canyon Road. After a flat mile 
or so, Big Canyon tilts up into a small 
climb that tops out at a junction with the 
road that heads off to Harbin Hot Springs. 
At that point, beginning with a long, lazy 
downhill, the road turns to gravel for 
four-plus miles. Not that long ago it had 
pavement. It wasn’t good pavement. In 
fact, much of it was awful. It was so bad 
Lake County took the curious step of sim-

ply removing all the scabby old pavement and grading the dirt/
gravel road to a fairly smooth surface. Most people assumed they 
would get around to repaving it at some point but it has been a 
few years now and that is starting to look like wishful thinking.

Well...as it is, it’s not too bad. It can be ridden quite comfortably 
on a road bike. The first downhill takes a little care but it’s all 
manageable. And for whatever it’s worth, it’s all scenic: old oaks 
and grassy hillsides sprinkled with wildflowers (below).

Big Canyon used to be a regular feature of the Davis Double 
Century. Somewhere along the stretch that’s now gravel there 
was a stripe painted across the old pavement marking the halfway 
point of the double. 100 miles down, 100 to go. Riders crossing 
the stripe could do a little calculating...“Let’s see, if it took me 
___ hours to get here, I should be able to finish by_______.” Real 
life seldom conformed to such arithmatic but it kept the mind oc-
cupied for a while. Since the pavement went away, the double has 
been rerouted to other roads.

The pavement does return eventually, midway through a long, 
gradual uphill run. Yes, it is climbing, mostly, but not really 
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much of an ordeal. But around mile 40, the road dips down to 
a little bridge over Big Canyon Creek and on the other side the 
uphill becomes more serious. For a little over a mile, traversing 
an open and usually hot hillside, the grade is in the 5% to 8% 
range. It’s the real deal and was always a bit of a sufferfest during 
the double century.

When that challenge is laid to rest the quiet country road me-
anders across open meadows that are nearly but not quite flat 
(above). A little less than two miles in this vein bring us to the 
Seigler Canyon junction where the two routes rejoin and where 
there should be a sag wagon waiting for us.

Seigler Canyon starts out with a really nice downhill. It feels 
like a great payback for the recent climb on Big Canyon. For our 
short-course riders, it just continues the crazy-steep descent on 
Loch Lomond, although this pitch is not nearly that steep and 
is probably a lot more fun as a result. The entire Seigler Canyon 
descent is about four miles although the later miles are really just 
roll-out. The rockin’ part of the downhill is a bit over two miles.

After a couple of small uphill bumps 
at its far end, Seigler Canyon tees 
into Hwy 29, where we turn left and 
head uphill for half a mile before 
escaping onto Point Lakeview Road. 
This begins our run along or near 
Clear Lake. At first we see it only now 
and then and well off in the distance. 
Later we ride right down along the 
shore. The hillsides here used to be 
covered in walnut groves but most 
of the old trees have been pulled out 
and replaced by vineyards. At least 
the lower-growing vines have opened 
up the vistas down to the lake, so that 
at this point there really is a view of 
the lake on Point Lakeview Road.

Clear Lake is 19 miles long and eight 
miles across, with over 100 miles of 
shoreline and about 70 square miles 

of surface area. The locals like to boast 
that it is California’s “largest natural, 
freshwater lake.” The careful wording 
neatly sidesteps the larger Salton Sea, 
which isn’t freshwater, Lake Tahoe, 
which is half in Nevada, and several 
larger reservoirs, which aren’t natural. 
Whatever its statistical claims to fame, 
it is a handsome lake.

Once we turn onto Point Lakeview 
Road, we’re on two roads the rest of 
the way, which amounts to about 17 
miles. In broad outline, that shakes 
out this way: there are two “summits” 
we need to get over that add up to 
about 400' of gain each. They’re not 
real mountain summits or passes. 
They’re just high points amidst a lot of 
little ups and downs. Each is followed 
by a really fast, open descent. Those 
descents drop about as much as the 

climbs went up: about 400' each. Each of the descents is about a 
mile and a half long.

Sometimes we’re out on an open hillside and have panoramic 
views over the lake. Sometimes we’re back in the trees with 
no long views at all. And sometimes we descend right down to 
the shore...to boats and docks and other marine stuff. Almost 
constantly there are residential neighborhoods along the way. 
Not suburbs...more scattered resort housing, with a couple of 
golf courses thrown in. The settlements range from moderately 
upscale to lower-end tracts to trailer parks. Not too much overtly 
commercial clutter. Just lots of homes. Every so often there is a 
break in the neighborhoods and we get a stretch of dramatic road 
up on the cliff overlooking the lake, as in the photo below.

After those two up-and-over humps of about four miles each and 
about 400' up and 400' down, the final miles have four smaller 
climbs. each bundled with a matching descent...and last of all is 
the steep little climb to our campground up on a hill.
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Stage 3: Clear Lake to Hendy Woods SP
65 miles, 4600' up, 5900' down
https://ridewithgps.com/routes/31361154

Today we say goodbye to Lake County and head west into Men-
docino County. But the first 16 miles are still in Lake County and 
they are all excellent cycling miles. After leaving the state park, 
the first miles are pretty close to as flat as a fry pan as we cruise 
through the farm fields just south of the lake. But when we turn 
left from little George Road onto Hwy 175, that level run ends. 
Cyclists don’t call it Hwy 175 here. This is Hopland Grade. After 
two miles of very gradual uphill, the real climb begins.

Hopland Grade is really two climbs with a downhill in between. 
The first, shorter climb looks 
relatively modest on the elevation 
profile compared to the whopper 
that follows it. But it still packs a 
punch. It climbs about 450’ in a 
little less than a mile. We give most 
of that hard-earned elevation back 
over the next mile of descent and 
then begin the main climb: 850’ in 
four miles. Those numbers don’t 
really convey the scope of this 
ascent. It’s not brutally hard, but it 
feels like you’re doing something 
substantial. Perhaps it’s being able 
to look out at the panoramic views 
over Clear Lake—receding in the 
distance as we switchback up the 
mountain—that makes it seem so 
epic. The best view back over the 
lake is just before the 2495' sum-
mit, where we leave Lake County 
and drop into Mendocino County.

While there may be some 
debate about the magnitude 
of the Hopland Grade climb, 
there is unanimous agree-
ment about the descent on 
the other side: it’s big and 
it’s big-time fun. It’s divided 
into a longer, upper run and 
a lower section which is re-
ally only a glorified roll-out. 
It’s the first section that’s so 
cool. It drops about 1600’ in 
five twisting miles. Unlike 
that screaming free-fall off 
Cobb Mountain yesterday, 
this gradient is a little less 
severe, allowing most com-
petent descenders to let ’er 
rip and just have a ball (left). 
After a one-mile flat spot at 
the bottom, we roll downhill 
another 400’ to the little 
village of Hopland at the 
junction with Hwy 101. This 

comes up around mile 25 so is likely where we’ll position our sag 
stop. A second stop may be in Boonville at mile 54, assuming the 
sag can service the slowest riders into Hopland and then get to 
Boonville ahead of the fastest riders. Or we may put the first sag 
stop at the Hopland Grade summit, where the big view is.

The way west out of Hopland is Mountain House Road (below). 
It begins dead flat but soon tilts up into the first of five climbs, 
each followed by a descent. Altogether, we climb almost 1400’ 
along the 12-mile length of this road. It’s nice climbing though, 
surrounded by forests of oak and bay laurel, with open hilltops 
and little ponds here and there...and very little traffic. Only the 
occasional local rancher or a tourist who took a wrong turn off 
101 will interrupt your solitude.

The only climb on Mountain House that isn’t followed by a 



10

descent is the last one because at the final summit, we tee into 
Hwy 128 and turn west and north toward 
Boonville and Anderson Valley. We’ll get our 
downhill in less than a mile, as we topple 
off the ridgeline and slither down into the 
valley, dropping over 500’ in a little less than 
two miles. It’s a great downhill (above)—
slinky, nicely banked corners, good surface, 
just the right grade, etc.—and the only 
thing that might make it less than perfect is 
traffic. Hwy 128 has more of it than we like. 
This is the main route from the Bay Area 
up to Mendocino. All in all it’s not really all 
that bad and on a weekday we may not even 
notice. But sometimes on a busy holiday 
weekend, it can get a bit tiresome, even 
though there are roomy shoulders along 
much of the road.

Once down that first hill, we’re in Anderson 
Valley (middle photo). This area was re-
nowned for its apple production for most of 
the 20th century and still has a few orchards 
and fruit stands here and there. But now, 
more frequently, premium vineyards carpet 
the hills where fruit trees used to flourish. 
The terrain up the length of the valley will 
be rolling, with a few climbs and descents 
that kind of stretch the definition of roller, 
as in 100'-200’ high. From the Mountain 
House-128 junction to the finish, we’ll be 
going downhill much more than up, losing 
around 1800’ and gaining only about 400’. 
It’s generally easy, pleasant riding.

Boonville is at the heart of Anderson Valley. 
Falling at a useful midpoint on the drive 
to Mendocino, it has been a way-station for 
travelers for many years and is currently 
enjoying a period of bustling prosperity, with 

numerous shops and cafes catering 
to the passing throng. During its 
pioneer days, the citizens of Boon-
ville developed their own pidgin-
english dialect known as Boontling. 
I doubt anyone can speak it fluently 
anymore but it lives on as an his-
toric curiosity and is trotted out 
for tourists in the names of shops 
or wherever else the locals can 
contrive to use one of the semi-
unintelligible phrases.

We’re on the home stretch to Hen-
dy Woods once we leave Boonville 
but there is still some nice country 
to explore over the last ten miles of 
the ride. First of all, just beyond the 
northern outskirts of town, we turn 
left off Hwy 128 onto Anderson Val-
ley Way (bottom photo). This is an-
other spot where Caltrans rammed 

through a newer, straighter, faster stretch of highway and left this 
sleepy section behind...a little present for cyclists. This detour off 
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the highway runs for a bit less than three tranquil miles. It’s nice 
on its own merits but is especially nice because of what it avoids: 
that fast, boring stretch of 128.

All the way up the valley, on the main highway or the byway, the 
scenery stays much the same: rolling hills, vineyards, orchards, 
and perhaps a few stands of oaks, with lovely wooded ridges hedg-
ing in the valley on both sides. 

Just beyond the “town” of Philo—hardly more than a wide spot in 
the road—we turn left on Philo-Greenwood Road and drop to an 
old bridge across the Navarro River. The entrance to the park is 
just over the bridge, but we still have over a mile to go within the 
park—some of it uphill—to reach the campsites.

Hendy Woods is a typical California State Park, with average-sized 
individual sites but no group sites. Most of the park is heavily 
forested and the campsites are mainly in the shade of redwoods 
and bay trees. There are many trails through the woods (above) 
and easy access to a pretty beach along the river. 

Stage 4: Hendy Woods to Russian Gulch 
Basic: 49 miles, 3100' up, 3400' down 
Short: 36 miles, 2100' up, 2400' down 
Hilly: 52 miles, 5200' up, 5500' down
https://ridewithgps.com/routes/31361341

https://ridewithgps.com/routes/31445703

https://ridewithgps.com/routes/31362087

Over the course of many club tours down the years, 
we have tried to create daily stages that add up to 
about 100 K...62 miles. That has always felt just 
about right: long enough to feel as if you’ve done 
something substantial but not so long the day 
turns into a grinder. We came close to that on the 
first three days of the tour: 64, 64, and 65 miles 
for the basic routes. But for the balance of this 
tour, for a variety of reasons, we can’t keep to that 
template. We could explain the reasons in enough 
detail to make your eyes glaze over, but let’s not do 

that! Let’s just trot out that old line: 
“It is what it is.”

There isn’t really anything wrong 
with having a stage on a tour that’s 
only 49 miles or even 36 miles 
unless perhaps you’re a hardcore 
mega-miles hammer. (If you are, 
this might not be your tour.) Putting 
a positive spin on the low miles, bear 
in mind that we’re going to be pass-
ing through the town of Mendocino 
later in the stage, one of the most 
scenic and quaint and fascinating 
towns in California. And at the end 
of the ride we’ll be in Russian Gulch 
State Park, which has one of the 
prettiest beaches anywhere, not to 
mention some really nice hiking 
trails. So think of the modest miles 
in the context of the whole day, 

including things we might do off the bike, in camp or on the way 
there.

And if you just have to work yourself hard every day, we have the 
“Hilly” option. Still not too many miles (52) but a pretty darn 
hard climbing challenge packed into that short stage.

Once back to Philo-Greenwood Road (leaving Hendy Woods), the 
Basic route and Short route turn right and retrace the last miles 
of yesterday’s stage, over the old bridge and back up to Hwy 128, 
where we turn left. The Hilly route turns left on Philo-Green-
wood. More about that route presently.

We rode a good chunk of Hwy 128 yesterday and by now have a 
pretty good idea of what it’s like, in terms of traffic, topography, 
and scenery. For the first few miles it looks a lot like it did yes-
terday: a rumpled patchwork of meadows, vineyards, leafy woods, 
and a few redwood groves, with the road humping up and down 
over a series of jumbo-sized rollers. But around mile 7, where 
we pass through the tiny settlement of Navarro, that begins to 
change. For one thing, the rollers stop and we are treated to a 
two-mile descent. Well...not much of a descent really: 100' per 
mile or about 2%. When that mild glide flattens out, the next 
13 miles are almost level—ever-so-slightly downhill—as we roll 
along through Navaro Redwoods State Park (below).
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Almost every bit of that run—15 miles from the top of the little 
downhill and all the way through the redwoods—looks pretty 
much like what we see in that photo. And to make it just a little 
bit better, most of this stretch was repaved to black satin in 
October, 2019. Smooooth... Midway along this idyllic cruise, the 
Navarro River comes wandering out of the forest and rolls along 
next to the road, all the way down to the ocean.

Just before mile 22 (on the Basic/Short route), Hwy 128 meets 
Hwy 1. This is where the Hilly route rejoins, so let’s go back 
to the start and take a look at what’s in store for them. A lot of 
climbing is what’s in store. The biggest challenge comes first: 
almost 1200' up in about three miles, right out of camp. That’s 
an average of a little under 8% but there are some spots that are 
over 12%. But wait...there’s more! Depending on how you define 
a summit, there are between six and ten of them over the next 11 
miles. Most of the climbs leading up to those high spots are short, 
if you want to call a half-mile short, but one is over a mile and an-
other is over a mile and a half. Of course they wouldn’t qualify as 
summits if they didn’t have downhills off the other sides. Some of 
these are very small but most are at least a half-mile, one is over 
a mile and another is almost two miles. But until we clear the last 
of these summits around mile 15, there is always another uphill 
after every downhill. If you don’t know the road, you may begin to 
think you’re over the top as you whiz down one 
of these little descents...but, nope!...up again! It 
can be a little discouraging and a lot of work.

Eventually...finally!...the last of the uphills is put 
behind us and we get some payback for all that 
hard work: three miles of steep, technical down-
the-rabbit-hole thrills, dropping to a junction 
with Hwy 1 at the town of Elk. Most of it is in 
the 7% range but the steepest pitches may be up 
around 15%. You might notice Cameron Road 
on the map, turning right off Philo-Greenwood 
and heading in the direction we’re going. You 
might wonder why we didn’t take it. Simple: 
staying on Philo-Greenwood down to Elk is just 
a better bike ride. Yes, Cameron would be a little 
shorter, but if you came this way, are you really 
interested in the shorter, easier option? No, of 
course not! The town of Elk is charming and the 
coastal miles north of Elk are gorgeous. That 
run along the cliffs above the ocean ends with 
a slick little descent of about a mile to a bridge 
across the Navarro River and to a junction with 
Hwy 128 and the other routes.

After the Hwy 128 junction, Hwy 1 stays 
on a level run along the river for half 
a mile, then tilts up into a pretty good 
climb: 250' up over about a mile. When 
the climb tapers off, we’re up on the 
bluff overlooking the ocean. We’re at 
just about the halfway point of the stage 
here—26 miles on the 52-mile course 
and 23 miles on the 49-mile course—so 
it’s a good spot to be thinking about a 
sag stop. As it happens, there is a little 
pull-out for a trailhead right where we 
need it (left). Look for our van here.

If you elect to do the shortest route 
today, your journey from this point on-

ward will be mostly a run straight north along Hwy 1. There are 
a couple of detours off the highway but all three routes do them 
and we’ll cover them in the notes about the other routes. This 
run up 1 is a long way from being level. There are half a dozen 
dips that might be as much as 100' down—usually dropping into 
a creek or river canyon—and each has a climb back out the other 
side. The highway hugs the coast so ocean views are there almost 
all the time. It’s beautiful.

For everyone else, there are two detours off the coast highway 
and up into the hills, one before Mendocino and one after. The 
first one comes up shortly after the sag stop, near the village of 
Albion, heading up into the forest along Albion-Little River Road, 
gaining a little over 400' in three miles. After a left turn onto 
Little River-Airport Road, the return to the coast also takes three 
miles but drops closer to 500' as it plunges into the Little River 
canyon. It starts out mellow and then gets cranking down the 
hill. After that detour all three routes are together until down-
town Mendocino. There is a pretty vista point at mile 33, and this 
is noteworthy not only for the scenery but because, at the north 
end of the vista point parking area, we turn off Hwy 1 for a brief 
run downhill along little Brewery Gulch Road. It’s a nice road 
and is well paved but its best feature might be the views across 
Mendocino Cove to the town (below and photo on page 2).
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The village looks much as it must have 100 years ago. Seldom has 
a town been more advantageously situated for having its picture 
taken and few towns have turned their setting to such good ad-
vantage, with the elegant, spare Victorians along the front rank of 
Main Street standing shoulder to shoulder up on the bluff, facing 
out to sea like a row of decorated cakes in a bakery window. 

Mendocino was built on the commerce of fishing and lumber. 
Somehow—through equal parts luck and good planning—it 
escaped any major modernization through all the sleepy years 
before it was rediscovered and revitalized as an artist’s colony in 
the latter half of the 20th century. Folks with long enough expo-
sure to the town remember it fondly as a bohemian enclave in the 
sixties...quirky and feisty and a bit raffish. Things have evolved a 
bit since then. Superficially, the town still looks the same...that is, 
quaint and picturesque and charming. But it’s a bit more tourist-
oriented now and in some cases more expensive, to the point that 
it’s now sometimes referred to as “Spendocino.” 

Regardless of how any of us feels about tourist traps and pricey 
B&Bs, the place is still a wonderful destination. Those most in 
control of the town’s destiny have made sure they didn’t kill the 
goose that was laying all the golden eggs for them. Visitors seek-
ing fast-food franchises and outlet malls must look elsewhere. 
Here, everything is tastefully in character with 
the pioneer Victorian heritage of the town, with 
an indulgent nod to the bohemian ambience 
that gives it that special, creative sparkle. So 
attractive is the town that it has starred in over 
50 movies or TV shows, from The Russians 
Are Coming to Summer of ’42 to Murder She 
Wrote. It’s interesting to note—and says some-
thing about the scenery—that in the storylines 
for many of those productions, the town has 
been transplanted to the coast of New England. 

If you live in Northern California you’ve proba-
bly visited Mendocino at least once and perhaps 
many times, so most of this won’t be news to 
you. But in the context of this tour, it is meant 
to point up the fact that the place is worthy of 
your attention...worth exploring. That’s where 
we get back to our theme of what to do with 
all the available time given to us because of 

the relatively short stage today. There’s 
nothing that says you can’t dawdle the 
afternoon away over a nice lunch here, 
followed by a slow stroll up and down 
the pretty streets. For what it’s worth, 
you can still get an excellent lunch with 
a million-dollar view over the cove for a 
reasonable price. And window shopping 
is still free.

We still have a little ways to go to get to 
our camp at Russian Gulch. The short-
course riders are almost there: just a 
meander around the headlands north 
of town (which we will all do on Stage 
6) and then a quick nip up Hwy 1 and 
down into the camp.

The Basic/Hilly riders have more miles 
to do, some with a fair bit of challenge. The route turns uphill 
right in the town and gains over 400' in under two miles along 
Little Lake Road. Another four miles of mostly false-flat up-
hill—but with a couple of steeper pitches and one little downhill 
thrown in—take us deep into the forest above the town. Way 
back there in the boonies, we have to turn left on an extremely 
obscure road that will eventually take us back down to Hwy 1. 
Unless something has changed fairly recently, there won’t be a 
sign at this turn to tell us it’s Caspar-Little Lake Road. The only 
indication the turn is coming up is the yellow-diamond sign 
shown below indicating an upcoming left turn. If you don’t keep 
that sign in mind, this is a really easy corner to miss.

The other thing to know about this turn is that the first mile and 
a half on the new road are dirt...hard-packed and easy to ride. (I 
haven’t done it in a few years but I sent a tour group from Colo-
rado through here last year and they all managed it fine.) Most of 
Caspar-Little Lake Road is downhill for us, aside from a couple of 
flat or mildly uphill bits. The descent is never all that steep: prob-
ably in the 3% to 5% range with maybe a few spots steeper than 
that. The entire downhill run, including the minor not-downhill 
sections, adds up to about five miles, all but the first section with 
decent pavement.
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Stage 5: Fort Bragg Meandering 
34 miles, 1800' up and down 
49 miles, 2800' up and down
https://ridewithgps.com/routes/31367573

https://ridewithgps.com/routes/31367513

Whatever was said in the Stage 4 notes about shorter rides allow-
ing more time for off-the-bike activities...that’s true again today, 
and perhaps even more so than yesterday. These are good miles 
today but no one would ever argue they’re epic marathons or that 
they’ll take all day, nor that this will be the best ride you’ve ever 
done. It’s a good stage...all sorts of tasty treats in store, whether 
one does the long or the short option. But the routes are short 
and relatively unhilly so won’t take up too much of the day. (In 
contrast, tomorrow’s stage may also be only 49 miles but it has 
exactly twice the elevation gain...a whole different animal.)

Frankly, there just aren’t that many good roads to ride in this im-
mediate neighborhood. If you subtract the roads we did yesterday 
and the ones we’ll do tomorrow, what we’re left with is what we’re 
doing today. (As noted in the introduction, doing multiple rides 
from one hub is often difficult: there are only so many nice roads 

available.) What we are left with today is good. You’ll 
like it. There just isn’t a lot of it...not a lot of miles. 
But we’re spinning that as a positive here, thinking 
about all the off-the-bike things we can do in lieu of 
simply cranking out the miles all day.

Speaking of the challenge of finding fresh roads to 
ride from the same hub, day after day, we are begin-
ning—and ending—today’s stage with a road most 
of us did yesterday: Point Cabrillo Drive (below). 
The photo shows it in the direction we’ll be going to 
begin this stage: downhill through the hairpins to 
the pretty cove. We’re not complaining about that 
repetition—can we call it roadundancy?—because 
it’s a really sweet little road. We only wish it were 
longer or that there were three or four other roads 
just like it that we could do as well. But we’ll take 
what we can get and enjoy it.

When we finish with the road, outward bound, we 
turn left on Hwy 1 and head north toward Fort 
Bragg. Before we get to the town, we’re offering 
two side trips off the highway. One is considered a 

Included in that descent is crossing Hwy 1 and continuing 
downhill on Point Cabrillo Drive. Our remote meander through 
the woods has taken us quite a way north of our destination and 
Point Cabrillo is how we’re going to work our way south back to 
the park. After crossing Hwy 1, this very nice little road descends 
to Caspar Beach and a pretty cove known as Caspar Anchorage, all 
part of Caspar Headlands State Park. (All of these Caspars not to 
be confused with the village of Caspar, which is just a bit further 
north and which we will visit on tomorrow’s stage.)

After skirting the cove, the road climbs back onto the bluff by 
way of a couple of switchbacks...less than 150' up in less than a 
mile, passing through a scattering of nicer homes ranged out 
across the hillside...prime real estate. Once up on the bluff, we 
have a little over two miles to go to get to the park entrance. The 
last biking thing we have to do today is drop down the steep park 
driveway to the campground by the beach: 150' down in less than 
half a mile. If you think it’s steep descending this drive, try climb-
ing out, which we will have to do to begin both Stages 5 and 6.

Russian Gulch State Park is tucked into beautiful Fern Canyon 
below the majestic Hwy 1 bridge (below). There are campsites 
ranged up into the heavily wooded canyon. This is another place 

to consider for off-the-bike activities, both today 
and tomorrow. We’ll include a detail map of the 
site on the Stage 5 map but if you want to know 
more about the park, go on-line and do your 
research. There is an excellent hike to a quite 
impressive waterfal. Camp literature says it’s 
two miles from the trailhead to the falls but if 
you’re feeling frisky you can take longer loops 
to get there and back. Another hike heads in the 
opposite direction, up onto the bluff overlooking 
both the pretty cove in this photo and on around 
to the ocean side. Tour participants will receive 
additional information about the camp closer 
to tour time. But for now, know it’s a delightful 
spot and a great place to be hanging out after the 
rides today and tomorrow.
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part of the basic route and one is the first of two optional out-
&-backs, which between them represent the difference between 
the short route and the long. The first dodge off Hwy 1 is simply 
going around three sides of a square on quiet rural roads: Pearl 
Drive and Boice Lane. Pearl doesn’t seem to be showing up in the 
RideWithGPS files but it’s there...well-marked and well-paved. It’s 
also gently uphill. All of these divertimenti off the inland side of 
the road will go uphill first but then downhill as they turn back 
toward Hwy 1 and the ocean. All of them, that is, except the Noyo 
Harbor out-&-back. More about that one presently.

Scenery along here is nothing spectacular but is generally pleas-
ant: a mix of woods and meadows, with quite a lot of residential 
settlement and a scattering of small businesses. There are decent 
shoulders along the main highway.

The first optional out-&-back comes up as the first right 
out of a roundabout on Simpson Lane. It’s not a pure 
out-&-back in that it has a little side road detour on the 
way out and a little loop at the end. But it ends up back 
where it started at Hwy 1, so that effectively makes it an 
out-&-back. More of the same quiet, pretty scenery on 
these roads as well. 

When we have a route like this one, with out-&-backs 
and little detours off a main drag, like branches on a 
tree trunk, our proposed route is only one way to tackle 
the day. You could, for instance, add this first out-&-
back to the short route and skip the second one (which 
is a good bit hillier). That would add up to a day of about 
40 miles. Or you could skip the Noyo Harbor out-&-back 
and save two miles and one stiff climb. Or wander off-
course into downtown Fort Bragg to poke around. Go 
to the Skunk Train depot or rustle up lunch somewhere. 
It might end up being a herding-cats kind of mess for 
our sag driver, trying to keep track of everyone. But it’s 
not like we’ll be in some remote wilderness with no cell 
service. We can figure out how to make it work.

The Noyo Harbor out-&-back is the next detour off Hwy 
1. It’s a two-mile round trip: downhill to the Noyo River 
and the “fisherman’s wharf” community along its banks 
(top photo), then back up. You can eyeball the whole 
area from the big bridge over the river before deciding 
whether to make the excursion. Or you could skip it 
this early in the ride and do it on our way back south...
head down to the harbor and have lunch at one of the 

restaurants on the wharf. That’s the sort of day it is. Make it 
up as you go along.

Main Street (Hwy 1) through the center of Fort Bragg can be 
a little busy...not quite ideal for bikes. So we’ve chosen—al-
most at random—one of the quiet neighborhood streets a 
few blocks back from the main drag for our transit through 
town (middle photo). Our second optional out-&-back along 
Fort Bragg-Sherwood Road spurs off from this neighborhood. 
As you can see from the profile, it has a little bite to it: 500' 
up over its final two miles, with spots over 10%. Which then 
turns into a zippy descent on the way back.

Fort Bragg has a population of about 7500, not counting an 
extensive sprawl of rural-residential settlememnt and seaside 
resorts out beyond the city limits. Unlike its neighbor Men-
docino, which perches right out over the ocean, Fort Bragg 
is set back inland. That’s because all of the lands closer to the 
sea were owned by a succession of lumber companies that 

built mills here—huge operations—with Georgia-Pacific as the 
last owner/operator. Lumber pretty well defined the city for over 
a century but now the mills are closed and the land they occupied 
is in the process of being turned into parks and open space. More 
about that later.

We’re going to use those quiet neighborhood streets to work 
our way through Fort Bragg heading north, with or without the 
second out-&-back. Out the north side of town we have about 
three rolling miles on 1 until a left turn onto Ward Road in the 
beach community of Cleone. Less than a mile on Ward brings us 
to the beach and the beginning of the coastal trail that will take 
us back south for quite a distance (bottom photo). Most of this 
coastal trail, built on the dunes above the beach, was originally 
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a log-haul road for the mills near Fort Bragg. Some of it doesn’t 
appear to have been resurfaced since its days as a haul road. A bit 
beat up. There is one spot, midway through MacKerricher State 
Park, where the old road was washed away by the tides. You’ll 
know it when you get there: the road simply ends at a barricade. 
But there is a paved trail next to it heading down to MacKerricher 
State Park Road. In less than half a mile, we can get back onto 
the main trail. Scenery along the trail is every bit as spectacular 
as you would expect it to be...or as pretty as it looks in the photo 
above. They say a picture is worth a thousand words, so how 
much is a video worth? Try this one...

https://www.thebeachcombermotel.com/beachcomber_videos/

Click on The Noyo Headlands Coastal Trail Park link. It’s a short 
promotion for a nearby resort and is a little hokey, but the visu-
als do a good job of showing what we can expect along this trail 
system. The bridge in the photo above, and in the video, is a 
renovated trestle over Pudding Creek. Just south of the bridge, 
the trail becomes Glass Beach Road for a short, mild climb to the 
northern outskirts of Fort Bragg. This 
is another spot to go off-course and ex-
plore more of the town. It’s quite close 
to the Skunk Train depot.

We’re turning right and heading west, 
out onto the newly opened Noyo Head-
lands Coastal Trail. This is no longer a 
repurposed haul road. This a nicely de-
signed, well-paved nature trail dancing 
along the edge of the rugged cliffs over 
the ocean, out at the far edge of the 
old Georgia-Pacific mill property. The 
last of the lumber mills closed down 
in 2002 and since then a great deal of 
energy and money and vision has been 
lavished upon the task of converting 
the old facility and its 400-acres of land 
into a wonderful park for locals and 
tourists alike. It has been a long and 
sometimes difficult struggle to get it 
done but it has been worth it.

There are numerous vista points along 

the trail, each with a delightfully 
quirky artisan-crafted bench to ad-
mire or sit upon. There is a nice visi-
tor center so new I can’t find it on 
any current map of the trail (so can’t 
put it on the map). But it’s there and 
worth a look. (I just visited it.) The 
whole run south along the Coastal 
Trail amounts to seven miles, about 
half on the old logging road and half 
on the newly minted nature trail. Ev-
ery bit of it is best-quality biking and 
sight-seeing and is probably the mar-
quee attraction on today’s stage. As 
is the case with most trail systems, 
this is not a place to hammer. There 
will be a wide variety of other trail 
users, from runners to families to 
birders, so a little care and courtesy 
are in order. It’s a place to slow down 

and get your head swiveling around like an owl’s, taking it all in.

When the trail ends, we’re back at Hwy 1 on the south side of 
Fort Bragg, directly across from North Harbor Drive, the road 
down to Noyo Harbor (in case you skipped it earlier and want to 
do it now). It’s time to head south down the highway, heading 
back to Russian Gulch.

But before we get up to highway cruising speed, let’s consider 
another off-the-bike attraction. A mile and a half after getting on 
Hwy 1, on the right (coastal) side of the road, we pass the Men-
docino Coast Botanical Gardens: https://www.gardenbythesea.org

If you’re into gardening and landscaping, this is just about a must 
(if you haven’t already visited on some other trip up this way). 
It’s one of the biggest and most impressive gardens anywhere 
(below). If this piques your interest, check out their website. The 
place is fabulous. Acres and acres of gardens to drive you nuts. 
Their staff of master gardeners keeps the place looking terrific 
year ’round. There is an admission fee but if you love gardens, 
you will consider it money well spent.

Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens
Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens
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We have another minor detour off Hwy 1 on our way south. We 
bear off slightly to the right to ride into and through the village 
of Caspar, with the whole detour taking about a mile. Finally, 
when we bail off the highway onto Point Cabrillo Drive, we’ve in-
serted one little variation in the route this time, seeing as how it’s 
the third time on this road for most of us. Just after the hairpin 
climbing up from the cove, we veer off onto South Caspar Drive, a 
minor residential side road along the bluff. This little detour takes 
a bit less than a mile before returning to Point Cabrillo Drive for 
the last couple of miles into camp.

Okay then...we’re back to our camp in the state park. Depending 
on what else you’ve done so far today besides riding the stage—
lunch in Fort Bragg, the botanical gardens—you have some 
hours of daylight left. What do you want to do with them? Hang-
ing around camp, eating munchies and drinking, is one option 
but not one likely to use up the whole day. So...

There is a 2.5-mile trail to a waterfall. This trail starts at the east 
end of the campground and winds through a sword fern-lined 
canyon and under towering red-
woods to a gorgeous 35-foot waterfall 
(above). A bridge and benches are 
near the base of the waterfall. The 
hike can be longer if you choose 
other, more meandering trails. The 
trip to the waterfall is, in many ways, 
as visually impressive as the waterfall 
itself. 

A shorter hike leads out onto the 
bluffs on the south side of the cove. 
This provides the best views looking 
back at the turquoise water in the 
cove and the majestic bridge span-
ning the canyon. Also on this hike is 
Devil’s Punchbowl, one of the best 
blowholes on the Mendocino Coast. 
A tunnel was carved over thousands 
of years by the pounding of the surf, 
digging inland nearly 200' before col-
lapsing in on itself and forming a hole 
nearly 60' deep and more than 100' 

across. As the sea surges in at high tide, it rushes up against the 
walls of the ‘punch bowl’ and kicks up froth and spume, exploding 
into the air in an amazing and powerful display.

There are more trails in the park...more than I have hiked or 
know much about. If a hike sounds like your thing this afternoon, 
do some digging on the ’net to learn what the options are. 

Or you can simply wander down to the lovely beach, just a few 
yards from our campsite. Take off your shoes and wade in the surf 
or do a little tidepooling and beachcombing. 

Stage 6: Russian Gulch SP to Ukiah
49 miles, 5600' up, 4900' down 
52 miles, 5800' up, 5100' down

https://ridewithgps.com/routes/31798992

https://ridewithgps.com/routes/31799021

Today’s route is easy to describe. 43 of the ride’s 
49 miles are on one road. However, easier said 
than done: easier to describe it than to ride it! 
Note the elevation gain and check out the profile. 
It may be only 49 miles but it punches above its 
weight. 

First things first: we have to chug up the little 
wall that gets us out of Russian Gulch, then 
turn south on Hwy 1 and make one more pass 
through Mendocino. Only the short-course rid-
ers on Stage 4 did the loop around the Men-
docino Headlands State Park. Now we’re giving 
everyone else a chance to enjoy that nice road, 
plus one more cruise along Main Street in the 
quaint old hamlet.

Back on Hwy 1, we cross the bridge over Big 
River and turn left and uphill on Comptche-Uki-

ah Road (below). This begins our 43 miles with no turns. Techni-
cally it’s two roads: 23 miles on Comptche-Ukiah and then 20 on 
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Orr Springs Road. But they’re really the same road. The name 
changes out in the middle of nowhere without any signs. turns, 
or fanfare.

Comptche-Ukiah Road begins with a climb: 500' up in two miles. 

A mile and a half of flats and moderate downhill are next, then a 
mile and a half of moderate uphill, all the time in dense forest. 
After that, we get a nice descent—mostly downhill anyway—of 
about four miles and then an approximately level run of another 
four miles, which brings us to the little community of Comptche. 

A country store, a school, and a scattering of 
houses and barns...that pretty much covers 
Comptche. But hey, it’s a booming metroplex 
compared to whatever else is out here. Most of 
today’s ride runs through some really remote 
backcountry.

But let’s see if we can fill in the blanks in that 
nowhere-land...turn it into somewhere special. 
To get the gnarly stuff out of the way at the top, 
let’s discuss how this short stage parcels out its 
elevation gain. We’ve already done some of the 
climbing in those early miles coming up from 
the coast but the big lunkers are ahead. The bulk 
of the hard work is bundled up into two ascents. 
One gains 1000' in 2.5 miles (7.5%) and the other 
gains 1600' in four miles (also 7.5%).

The first one, known as Larson Grade, begins a 
mile or so east of Comptche. The grade is sort 
of constant but there are sections over 10% and 
others that ease off considerably. Sometimes 
it’s in deep forest and sometimes cutting across 
pretty meadows. Four or so miles of ups and 
downs follow—all mixed together—and then we 
get a nice downhill of a little over a mile. At the 
bottom is an old bridge over the South Fork of 
the Big River. Seems like we should have left that 
watershed behind, somewhere out by the coast, 
what with all the climbing we’ve been doing. But 
here it is again. While we were humping over 
the ridges, the river was down here in its shady 
canyon, winding its way west.

Now that we’re down in the river canyon, we stay 
here for a while...classic redwood forest. In fact, 
one of the roadside attractions along this stretch 
in Montgomery Woods State Reserve (top photo). 
Although they don’t publicize it much—because 
they don’t want this tranquil forest overrun with 
visitors—it is now thought that the tallest red-
wood in the world is in this grove.

Just beyond the grove but still deep in the forest 
is Orr Springs Resort, a laid back hot springs just 
off the road (middle photo). (Memo to self: come 
back another time and combine hiking in the 
redwoods with soaking in the hot springs.)

Just beyond the resort at about mile 35 is our 
second big climb and this is the one that will re-
ally get our attention. It includes several hairpins 
like the one in the photo...and thank goodness 
it has them: without all those hairpins stitch-
ing their way back and forth across the hillside, 
the climb from the deep canyon up to the ridge 
would be brutally steep. It’s hard enough as it is, 
with quite a lot of it on the high side of 10% and 
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some spots in the low teens. But of course if the average is 7.5% 
that means there must be some easier sections to balance out the 
steep pitches. Keep reminding yourself of that as you claw your 
way up the hardest walls.  It’s a challenging piece of work on the 
last day of the tour!

But eventually it does taper off and when it does, 
we are in for a treat or maybe a couple of kinds of 
treats. First of all, there is simply the relief for our 
legs and lungs. (The last mile of climb is in that 
tapering zone: still going uphill but now down in 
the 5% range or less.)

But the other treat is visual: up on the ridge, the 
dense forest is a distant memory. Up here it’s all 
grassy meadows sweeping down into the valleys, 
with oaks dotted about on the hillsides. We won’t 
see the green grasses we would have seen in May, 
but it will still be beautiful, either finishing off the 
climb (top photo) or just starting out on the long 
descent to the finish (middle photo). 

It isn’t one monolithic, nonstop descent from the 
biggest summit, just before mile 40. First there’s 
a mellow—not too steep—descent of over a mile, 
then a not-too-hard climb of less than a mile...

and then we get the big kahuna: 1600' down in 
four miles. Same as the big climb. (How’s that for 
payback?) It’s a really sweet run, slinking back and 
forth as it plummets into the canyon. If you can 
tear your eyes away from the road immediately in 
front of you, sometimes you can see several curves 
ahead as they slither downhill like a great grey 
python.

What a great way to end the tour! Okay, this last 
blast of gravity candy is not quite the end. There 
is one mile of flat roll-out at the bottom of Orr 
Springs, one flat half-mile along busy, messy State 
Street in Ukiah, and finally a mile-plus around the 
northern edge of Ukiah (photo below) that delivers 
us back to the high school campus where our cars 
await for the run back to Santa Rosa. (Note: this 
is not quite the same route we took getting out 
of town at the start. This one is a little more of a 
meander.)

If you are one of the faster, stronger riders on the 
tour and if you arrive back at the high school with 
energy still to burn and time to kill while you wait 
for your car pool mates to straggle in, there is a 
nice little out-&-back right from the school park-
ing lot along Low Gap Road. It’s only a bit over 
two miles, round trip, but it will make you work: 
it’s all uphill, outward bound, and the steepest bits 
are over 10%. Low Gap Road carries on for several 
miles up into the hills but the pavement runs out 
after a little over a mile. Turn around there and 
enjoy a frisky descent back to the high school.

We hope many of our participants will be able 
to help with tidying up after the tour, a little bit 
on the afternoon of our drive back to town and a 
good bit more the next day, when we do the big 

cleaning. We’ll order some pizzas and have some cold drinks and 
turn it into one last party where we can rehash the adventures of 
the tour...share our yarns about another excellect week of cycle-
touring.
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Stage 1: Kelsey Creek Road

Stage 2: Climbing Hwy 175
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Stage 2: Seigler Canyon Road

Stage 2: Descending to Clear Lake on Soda Bay Road
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Stage 3: Descending Hopland Grade

Stage 3: Mountain House Road
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Stage 3: Hwy 128, Anderson Valley

Stage 3 and 4: Old bridge over the Navarro River near Hendy Woods
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Stage 5: Coastal Trail near Fort Bragg

Stage 4: Exploring Mendocino
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Stage 5: Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens

Stage 5: Devil’s Punchbowl, Russian Gulch State Park
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Stage 6: Mendocino Headlands

Stage 6: Climbing Larson Grade (Comptche-Ukiah Road)
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Mendocino and
Lake Counties

Six days • Six stages
280 - 350 miles

25,000'

Start/Finish:
Ukiah High School

Hendy Woods
State Park

Stage 1
57-64-72 miles

3200’-4000’

Stage 2
 44-64 miles
4000’-5400’

Stage 3
65 miles

4600’

Stage 4
36-49-52 miles

2100’-5200’

Stage 5
34-49 miles
1800’-2800’

Stage 6
49-52 miles
5500’-5700’4

3

6

5

1

2

Russian Gulch
State Park

(two nights)

Clear Lake
State Park

(two nights)
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Stage 1: Ukiah to Clear Lake State Park

57 miles, 3200’ up, 2400’ down
L (north) on Despina Drive ....................................0.0
R on Empire Drive .................................................0.3
L on North State Street .........................................0.9
R on Lake Mendocino Drive ..................................2.7
L on East Calpella Road ........................................3.5
R on Marina Drive .................................................6.4
Into and through Ky-en Camp on shore of lake. 
Longer routes continue straight on E. Calpella.
R on Hwy 20 .........................................................8.4
Rejoin long route.
L on Old Lake County Road .................................16.5
L on Hwy 20 ........................................................17.7
R on Blue Lakes Road .........................................17.9
Becomes Laurel Dell Road ..................................19.8
R on Scotts Valley Road ......................................21.0
R on Hendricks Road ..........................................26.4
R on Scotts Valley Road ......................................29.2
R on Riggs Road .................................................30.7
L on Martin Street ...............................................31.8
R on Bevins Street (town of Lakeport) ................32.5
R on Lakeport Blvd .............................................33.9
At traffic circle, second exit on Todd Road ..........34.1
L to stay on Todd Road .......................................34.6
R on Parallel Drive ..............................................35.0
R on Hwy 175 .....................................................35.7
L on George Road ...............................................36.9
No street sign for George. Sign 100 yds before turn 
on George says left to get to Mathews Road.
L on Mathews Road ............................................37.2
R on Highland Springs Road ...............................38.2
L on Bell Hill Road ..............................................41.0
R on Adobe Creek Road ......................................41.3
Becomes Kelsey Creek Drive ...............................45.2
L on Staheli Drive ................................................50.2
R on Bell Hill Road (cross Hwy 29) .....................51.3
R on Main Street (town of Kelseyville) ................51.6

L on State Street .................................................52.1
R on Gaddy Lane .................................................52.5
R on Clark Drive ..................................................53.1
R on Soda Bay Road ...........................................55.2
L into Clear Lake State Park ................................55.4
Finish in Upper Bayview Campground ................57.2
Sites 136-143

64 miles, 3700’ up, 2900’ down
L (north) on Despina Drive ....................................0.0
R on Empire Drive .................................................0.3
L on North State Street .........................................0.9
R on Lake Mendocino Drive ..................................2.7
L on East Calpella Road ........................................3.5
Short route departs on Marina Drive .....................6.4
L on Moore Street .................................................6.5
R on Central Avenue .............................................7.1
Becomes Uva Drive ...............................................8.0
Becomes West Road .............................................9.4
R on E. School Way ..............................................9.8
R on East Road (Redwood Valley) ......................10.7
L on Road B ........................................................11.2
L on Road A ........................................................14.2
L on Hwy 20 ........................................................14.4 
Rejoin 57-mile route, plus 6.6 miles ...................15.0

72 miles, 4000’ up, 3100’ down
Same as 64-mile route until West Road, then...
North on West Road .............................................9.3
Right on East Road .............................................13.1
Left on Road I .....................................................15.5
Right on Colony Drive .........................................16.5
Right on Road D .................................................17.8
Left on East Road ................................................19.1
Rejoin 64-mile route at School Way junction ......19.3
L on Road B ........................................................19.7
L on Road A ........................................................22.8 
L on Hwy 20 ........................................................22.9 
Rejoin 57-mile route, plus 15.2 miles .................23.6
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Stage 2: Cobb Mountain-Clear Lake Loop

Long route: 64 miles, 5400' up and down
Leave Upper Bayview Campground ................. 0.0
R on Soda Bay Road ....................................... 1.8
L on Clark Drive .............................................. 2.0
L on Gaddy Lane ............................................. 4.1
L on State Street (Kelseyville) ......................... 4.7
L on Main Street ............................................. 5.1
R on Live Oak Drive ........................................ 5.2
Becomes Cole Creek Road .............................. 7.9
L on Bottle Rock Road .................................... 8.5
R on Hwy 29/175 ............................................ 8.7
R on Hwy 175 ............................................... 10.0
Town of Loch Lomond .................................. 18.1
Short route turns left on Loch Lomond Road. 
Long route stays on Hwy 175.
Cobb summit (3035') .................................... 20.0
Whispering Pines summit (2592') ................ 22.6
L on Barnes Street (town of Middletown) ..... 29.6
Becomes Big Canyon Road ........................... 29.8
Harbin Hot Springs junction .......................... 31.1

Begin 4 miles of hard-packed gravel on Big Can-
yon Road.
R on Seigler Canyon Road ............................ 42.5
Rejoin short route.
L on Hwy 29 .................................................. 46.5
R on Point Lakeview Road ............................ 46.2
R on Soda Bay Road ..................................... 53.9
R into Clear Lake State Park on gated road ... 62.5
Finish in Upper Bayview Campground .......... 64.3

Short route: 44 miles, 4000' up and down
In Loch Lomond, L on Loch Lomond Road .. 18.1
Becomes Seigler Canyon Road ..................... 21.1
Bear L on Seigler Canyon Road at Big Canyon 
Road junction; rejoin long route .................... 22.3
L on Hwy 29 .................................................. 26.1
R on Point Lakeview Road ............................ 26.6
R on Soda Bay Road ..................................... 33.5
R into Clear Lake State Park .......................... 42.1
Finish in Upper Bayview Campground .......... 43.9
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Mendocino-Lake Tour • Stage 2
Cobb Mountain-Clear Lake Loop

64 miles • 5400’ up and down
44 miles • 4000’ up and down
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Stage 3: Clear Lake to Hendy Woods State Park
65 miles, 4600' up, 5900' down

Leave Upper Bayview Campground ................. 0.0
R on Soda Bay Road ....................................... 1.8
L on Highland Springs Road ........................... 6.8
Street sign at left turn says "Big Valley Road." It's 
actually HIghland Springs.
R on Mathews Road ........................................ 7.8
R on George Road ........................................... 8.8
L on Hwy 175 (Hopland Grade) ....................... 9.1
First summit (1807') ..................................... 12.1
Main summit (2495') .................................... 15.7
L on Hwy 101 (town of Hopland) .................. 25.5
R on Mountain House Road .......................... 25.6
R on Hwy 128 ............................................... 34.7
Town of Boonville .......................................... 54.4
L on Anderson Valley Way ............................ 55.1
L on Hwy 128 ................................................ 57.8
Town of Philo ................................................ 60.4
L on Philo-Greenwood Road ......................... 63.0
L into Hendy Woods State Park .................... 63.6
Finish at Wildcat Campground ...................... 64.6
Sites 64-71
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Stage 4: Hendy Woods State Park to
Russian Gulch State Park

Basic route: 49 miles, 3100’ up, 3400' down
Leave Hendy Woods campground .................. 0.0
R on Philo-Greenwood Road ........................... 1.0
L on Hwy 128 .................................................. 1.6
Straight ahead on Hwy 1 ............................... 21.7
Town of Albion .............................................. 24.9
R on Albion-Little River Road ........................ 25.4
L on Little River-Airport Road ....................... 28.5
R on Hwy 1 ................................................... 31.3
Town of Little River ....................................... 31.5
L on Brewery Gulch Road (at vista point) ..... 33.2
L on Hwy 1 .................................................... 33.8
L on Main Street into Mendocino .................. 34.3
Bear R on Heeser Street ................................ 34.9
R on Little Lake Street ................................... 35.1
Jog L on Lansing St to R on Little Lake Rd ... 35.5
L on Caspar-Little Lake Road ........................ 40.7
Dirt road through forest. No street sign;  
only yellow-diamond left-turn sign.
Pavement again (same road) ........................ 42.3
Cross Hwy 1 to Point Cabrillo Drive .............. 45.5
Straight into Russian Gulch State Park ......... 48.5
Finish at campground ................................... 49.0
Sites 22, 23, 25-30

Hilly route: 52 miles, 5200’ up, 5500' down
Leave Hendy Woods campground .................. 0.0
L on Philo-Greenwood Road ........................... 1.0
R on Hwy 1 (town of Elk) .............................. 18.1
Rejoin basic route at Hwy 128 junction ......... 24.5
Same as basic route to finish plus 2.8 miles.

Short route: 36 miles, 2100’ up, 2400' down
Leave Hendy Woods campground .................. 0.0
R on Philo-Greenwood Road ........................... 1.0
L on Hwy 128 .................................................. 1.6
Straight ahead on Hwy 1 ............................... 21.7
Town of Albion .............................................. 24.9
Town of Little River ....................................... 29.1
L on Brewery Gulch Road (at vista point) ..... 30.8
L on Hwy 1 .................................................... 31.4
L on Main Street into Mendocino .................. 31.9
Bear R on Heeser Street ................................ 32.6
L on LIttle Lake Street/Heeser Street ............. 32.7
Mendocino Headlands State Park.
L on Lansing Street ....................................... 33.8
L on Hwy 1 .................................................... 34.2
L on Brest Road ............................................ 35.2
L into Russian Gulch State Park .................... 35.3
Finish at campground ................................... 35.8
Sites 22, 23, 25-30 
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Mendocino-Lake Tour • Stage 4
Hendy Woods State Park to Russian Gulch State Park

Basic: 49 miles • 3100’ up, 3400‘ down
Short: 36 miles • 2100’ up, 2400‘ down

Hilly: 52 miles • 5200’ up, 5500’ down
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Stage 5: Fort Bragg Meandering

Short route: 34 miles, 1800' up and down
Leave Russian Gulch State Park ...................... 0.0
Straight on Point Cabrillo Drive ....................... 0.5
L on Hwy 1 ...................................................... 3.4
R on Pearl Drive .............................................. 6.0
L on Boice Lane .............................................. 6.5
R on Hwy 1 ..................................................... 7.6
R on Harbor Drive (city of Fort Bragg) ............ 9.5
Noyo Harbor out-&-back.
Noyo Beach; retrace route up the hill ............ 10.6
R on Franklin Street ...................................... 11.5
R on Walnut Street ........................................ 11.9
L on Grove Street; becomes Corry Street ...... 12.2
Becomes Brandon Way ................................. 13.1
L on Bush Street ........................................... 13.2
R on Hwy 1 (Main Street) ............................. 13.6
L on Ward Avenue ......................................... 17.0
L on coastal trail ........................................... 17.8
L on trail, R on MacKerricher State Park Rd .18.6
At underpass, L to rejoin coastal trail ............ 18.9
Becomes Glass Beach Drive .......................... 21.2
L on Noyo Headlands Trail ............................ 21.6
R on Hwy 1 (leave parks & Fort Bragg) ......... 24.7
Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens ............. 26.0
Bear R on Caspar Road ................................. 28.5
L on Caspar Frontage Rd (town of Caspar) ... 29.2
R on Hwy 1 ................................................... 29.5
R on Point Cabrillo Drive ............................... 30.0
R on South Caspar Drive ............................... 30.9
R on Point Cabrillo Drive ............................... 31.6
Straight into Russian Gulch State Park ......... 33.8
Finish at campground ................................... 34.3

Long route: 49 miles, 2800' up and down
Leave Russian Gulch State Park ...................... 0.0
Straight on Point Cabrillo Drive ....................... 0.5
L on Hwy 1 ...................................................... 3.4
R on Pearl Drive .............................................. 6.0
L on Boice Lane .............................................. 6.5
R on Hwy 1 ..................................................... 7.6

Out-&-back #1...
At roundabout, first R on Simpson Lane .....8.3
R on Georges Lane ..............................8.8
L on Ellison Way .................................9.2
R on Simpson Lane ..............................9.6
R on Mitchell Creek Drive .................... 11.0
L on Turner Road ............................... 11.5
L on Franklin Road ............................ 11.6
L on Simpson Lane ............................ 12.1
R on Hwy 1 ...................................... 14.7
R on Harbor Drive (city of Fort Bragg) .......... 15.9
Noyo Harbor out-&-back.
Noyo Beach; retrace route up the hill ............ 17.0
R on Franklin Street ...................................... 17.9
R on Walnut Street ........................................ 18.3
L on Grove Street; becomes Corry Street ...... 18.6
Out-&-back #2...
R on Oak Street ................................ 19.1
Becomes Fort Bragg-Sherwood Road.
Turn around at summit ........................ 23.4
Retrace to R on Corry Street ................. 27.8
Becomes Brandon Way ................................. 28.2
L on Bush Street ........................................... 28.3
R on Hwy 1 (Main Street) ............................. 28.7
L on Ward Avenue ......................................... 32.1
L on coastal trail ........................................... 32.9
L on trail, R on MacKerricher State Park Rd .33.7
At underpass, L to rejoin coastal trail ............ 34.1
Becomes Glass Beach Drive .......................... 36.3
R on Noyo Headlands Trail ............................ 36.7
R on Hwy 1 (leave parks & Fort Bragg) ......... 39.8
Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens ............. 41.2
Bear R on Caspar Road ................................. 43.7
L on Caspar Frontage Rd (town of Caspar) ... 44.3
R on Hwy 1 ................................................... 44.6
R on Point Cabrillo Drive ............................... 45.1
R on South Caspar Drive ............................... 46.0
R on Point Cabrillo Drive ............................... 46.8
Straight into Russian Gulch State Park ......... 48.5
Finish at campground ................................... 49.0

Out-&-backs shown in bold italic.
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Mendocino-Lake Tour • Stage 5
Fort Bragg Meandering

34 miles • 1800’ up and down
49 miles • 2800’ up and down
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Stage 6: Russian Gulch State Park to Ukiah

49 miles, 5600' up, 4900' down
Leave Russian Gulch State Park ...................... 0.0
R on Brest Road .............................................. 0.5
R on Hwy 1 ..................................................... 0.5
R on Lansing Street ........................................ 1.6
R on Heeser Street .......................................... 2.0
R to stay on Heeser ......................................... 3.0
L on Main Street (town of Mendocino) ........... 3.2
R on Hwy 1 ..................................................... 3.8
L on Comptche-Ukiah Road ............................ 4.4
Town of Comptche ........................................ 18.7
Becomes Orr Springs Road ........................... 27.3
Montgomery Woods State Natural Reserve .. 33.5
Orr Springs Resort ........................................ 35.5
R on State Street (city of Ukiah) .................... 47.3
R on Kuki Lane, R on Lovers Lane ................ 47.8
L on Despina Lane ........................................ 48.6
R into Ukiah HS parking lot ........................... 49.3

Bonus miles out-&-back...
Continue west on Low Gap Road in front of high 
school to end of pavement. Retrace to parking 
lot. 2.4-mile round trip.
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