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Holiday Dinner Party

Chalk Hill Road
Litter Pick-up Day

Nov 11...See page 8

It’s time again to be thinking about our annual Holiday Dinner Party,
this year scheduled for Saturday, December 8. Time to root around
in the back of your closet to see if you have anything to wear besides
bike clothes...something in fact a little bit dressy. For this is the one
night all year when the Santa Rosa Cycling Club members get
together—without a bike in sight—to act like normal people, or as
close to that as we can get.

Look elsewhere in this issue for your reservation form. If you really
want to be there, fill it out and send it in immediately. Seating is
limited and reservations are taken in order of receipt. A $20 deposit
is required to hold your place, but that will be returned to you when
you check in at the dinner. Only no-shows forfeit their deposits.

For the most part, this Holiday Dinner follows the lead of others in
recent years: it will be held at the Druids Hall in Santa Rosa, and the
club will pick up the tab for the entire evening, except for the
following items: while the dinner itself is catered—more about that
later—the appetizer and dessert courses originate in the kitchens of
our many members...pot luck, in other words. Also, there will be NO
bar of any sort this year. The club will provide some non-alcoholic
drinks on ice, but if you want your favorite tipple, beer or wine, you
must bring it with you. The good news is that there is no corkage fee,
so bring that special vintage and share it with your table mates.

As for the catered dinner, we have good news for you: the meal will
be in the capable hands of Luca Pesce, proprietor of Riviera Restau-
rant in Santa Rosa. Luca catered our annual picnic in September, and
the response to his wonderful Italian cuisine was so positive, we have
arranged to have him prepare the Holiday Dinner for us as well. Read
over the menu included in the reservation form: your hardest job
might be trying to decide which of the four entrées to choose.

As always, the entertainment during and after dinner will be provided
by the presentation of our annual awards. (See related article on
awards elsewhere.) Donn King and Doug Simon are going to be the
emcees for the festivities, and they promise to keep things hopping
throughout the course of the evening. We look forward to sharing
this fun-filled, food-filled evening with you.

End-of-the-year reminders
If you look carefully, from November you can see all the way to the
end of the year. It’s just ahead, over that next little hill. With that in
mind, it’s time to trot out our annual reminders of things to do and
things to think about, relative to the seasonal turnover...

• Annual Awards •
Note the article next door about the Holiday Dinner. A key compo-
nent of that evening is the presentation of our annual, end-of-year
awards. You know how it works: we distribute awards to various club
members for deeds done over the course of the past year. Usually
these are for great deeds, but occasionally they’re for goofs and gaffes
and other cycling pratfalls.

Typically, the club’s Board makes a sincere, good-faith effort to come
up with worthy winners for the assorted awards. But with over 600
members in the club now, it’s simply impossible for that small
handful of officers to know who is doing what out there on all the
different club rides. This is where you, the members, come in. You
need to be our eyes and ears on the road. If you see someone who
appears worthy of one of these awards, please bring it to our attention.
Just a quick call or e-mail to any officer will focus the laser-like
attention of the Board on the person in question, strongly tipping the
odds in their favor. Help us out here, will ya?

To refresh your memory, here is a list of the more-or-less traditional
awards we present each year (most of these have both male and
female recipients, and some will have multiple winners as well):

Rookie of the Year (best new riders); Most Improved (one step up from
Rookie); King and Queen of the Hill (best climbers); Comeback Kid
(recovering from accidents or medical setbacks); Most Inspirational
(any definition that fits); Volunteer of the Year; Leader of the Pack
(contributions to cycling advocacy and politics); Lewis & Clark Award
(for significant self-contained touring accomplishments); Ride Leader
of the Year (most rides lead); Good Shepherd (most supportive ride
leader); Golden Shoe (most supportive spouse); Rider of the Year
(biggest dawgs on club rides); Gearhead Award (most impressive,
epic cycling accomplishment of the year).

Think about each of these categories while out on rides this month.
Think back over the year and see if any one of your friends fills the bill
for any of these awards. Then pass that thought along to someone on
the Board. They’ll do the rest.
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1. Call to Order: President Craig Gaevert called the general meeting
to order at the Round Table on Occidental Road on Wednesday,
October 10. 40 members and guests were in attendance.

2. Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Donna Emery announced that, as
of September 30, the checking account balance was $4663.19 with
$69,300.34 in savings.

3. Grants: Ballots containing a  list of potential organizations eligible
for grants from the club was circulated at the October meeting and
also at the annual club picnic. Votes cast at those two events were
collected and will be tallied by Greg Durbin and presented to the
Board and membership at the November meetings.

4. Summer Picnic: Picnic coordinator Richard Stone reported on the
successful picnic and circulated a photo album from the day.

5. Holiday Dinner: Sharron Bates made a presentation to the Board
regarding plans for the Holiday Dinner. Based on her cost estimates
for catering and other expenses, the Board agreed to raise her budget
from $6000 to $8000. This increase was presented to the membership
at the General meeting and was approved by vote. (See article on page
1 and reservation form on page 2.)

6. Tours. Bill Oetinger reported on plans—still in the early stages—
for two tours in the summer of 2008...one moderate and one
advanced. He will take the lead on the more advanced tour but is
looking for someone to take charge of logistics for the moderate tour
and has some possible interest in that already.

7. Membership: Craig Gaevert noted that we have over 600 members
currently. He reiterated that he intends to resign his duties as
membership wrangler at the end of the year. Gordon Stewart is
continuing to investigate web-based, automated membership man-
agement.

8. Grizzly. Kimberly Hoffman reported on the recent Grizzly Century
club campout and ride. (See item in Backroads and Breakaways.)

9. Storage: Doug Simon spoke with the Board and with the member-
ship about the possibility of renting a small warehouse space instead
of renting multiple storage lockers for all of the club equipment. This
would function not only as a long-term storage facility but also as a
staging area and cleaning facility for events such as the WCC, TT, and
club tours. This proposal was put to the membership in the form of
a vote to allocate funds for potential first and last months’ rent and
cleaning deposit, etc, should a suitable site be located. The expendi-
ture was approved by vote. A committee was formed to begin a search
for such a site. As we went to press, it appeared that a suitable site may
have been found, and the club was in negotiations with the landlord
to finalize the details of the lease. More information next month.

10: WCC: It was announced that Joe Morgan has agreed to act as
Chair for the 2008 Wine Country Century. (See item, page 7.) Craig
Gaevert displayed the new 2008 WCC graphic, which is a painting of
a local vineyard by member Charles Beck, placed within a graphic
package created by Bill Oetinger. (See image at club website.)

11: Litter: Richard Stone has arranged for our semi-annual litter
pick-up day—Nov 11—to cover Chalk Hill Road. (See item, page 8.)

12: Guest Speakers: Club member and RUSA coordinator Donn King
presented a slide show and commentary on his recent participation
in the Paris-Brest-Paris randonée.

☞  MINUTE MIX ✍
Highlights from the General Membership and

Executive Board meetings for October

• HOLIDAY DINNER PARTY •
• Annual Awards Presentation •

Saturday • December 8
Druids Hall • 1011 College • Santa Rosa

Reception (appetizers and BYOB...no bar): 5:30-6:30
Dinner (buffet service): 6:30
Dessert & Awards: 7:30-9:00

• Menu •
Appetizers from the kitchens of our club members

• • •

Entrée (choose one)

Includes Garden Green Salad, Fresh Bread, Focaccia

Salmone al Pistacci
Filet of salmon with pistachio crust in an orange Chardonnay

sauce, served with seasonal vegetables

Brasato al Barbera
Braised beef with Preston Barbera wine over soft polenta

Pollo Ripieno
Chicken breast stuffed with Petaluma camembert cheese, spinach

Pinot Noir sauce, served with mashed potatoes and seasonal
vegetables

Ravioli al Formaggio
Ravioli stuffed with spinach and ricotta cheese served with fresh

tomatoes, garlic olive oil

•   •   •

Assorted desserts from the kitchens of our club members
Coffee service

Dress: from “special occasion” casual to black tie

Evening is free to club members and their partners. A $20 per person
deposit holds your places. Deposit will be refunded at the door.

Seating is limited! To ensure your inclusion in this special evening,
reservations must be received by December 1.

We will need some help with set-up and take-down at the event. If you
can lend a hand, call event coordinator Sharron Bates: 526-3512.

Clip or copy the form below and RSVP by December 1 to:
Sharron Bates, 1110 Suffolk, Santa Rosa, CA, 95401.

Makes checks payable to the Santa Rosa Cycling Club.

See article on page 1 for more information.

Name(s)                                             Entrée choice

___________________________  _______________________

___________________________  _______________________

Please specify whether you intend to bring an appetizer, dessert,
or a gift for the Holiday Giving Tree. (One item per membership.)

___________________________________________________



3

BACKROADS & BREAKAWAYS
B&B is a column for and about local club rides, news, gossip, anec-
dotes, odds and ends. If you have a story to share about a ride you led,
your race results, a cycling vacation, whatever...call Bill Oetinger @
823-9807 or send e-mail to the club’s e-mail address: srcc@ap.net.

— Continued on page 6

First a small piece of business... The folks down in Oakmont have
requested that we not use the little path from the end of Channel
Drive that curls around behind their RV storage lot. They want us to
stay on the main path that leads past the church to White Oak. This
is what we already do 99% of the time, so it shouldn’t be too difficult
to honor their request. Besides, the path around the RV storage lot
is tight and tricky, which is of course why they don’t want bikes on
it. Makes sense to me. By the way, we hear a rumor that the section
of gravel off the end of Channel, heading to White Oak, might get
paved. Just a rumor...no solid info.

Seems like each month lately we’re tipping the hat to some club
members who have done great things in the ultra-cycling sphere.
This month, the “Chapeau!” goes to the folks who knocked off the
Furnace Creek 508 on the first weekend in October. Paul McKenzie
was 8th overall and first in the 50+ division; Greg Lester was right
behind him, second in 50+. Also completing this grueling ride: Bill
Bradley of Santa Rosa. Bill is not an SRCC member, but we’ll give it
up for the homeboy anyway. If you are a subscriber to the club’s chat
list, you will have had the opportunity to read accounts of the event
from Paul or his crew chief, Bill Ellis.

While we’re in this vein, let’s also salute some double century
finishers. I went back and made another stab at slogging through the
results for the Mt Tam Double back in August, and I could only
identify three SRCCers who did it: Joe Morgan, Scot Castle, and
Karen Thompson. (If I missed you, please let me know.) We had a
bigger finishers list at the Knoxville Double on September 29: Ken
Cabeen, Bill Carroll, Scot Castle, Greg Durbin, Mark Gunther, Tony
Lee, Scott McEldowney, Joe Morgan, Georg Ockenfuss, Garth Powell,
John Russell, and Karen Thompson. That’s in alpha order, as the
results do not list finishing times. Perhaps they are right when they
choose not to do so: off the front, mid-pack, or mopping up the rear,
any finish in any double is a grand accomplishment, so all of you are
winners in our book.

On the same weekend as the 508 festivities, we had our annual Wendy
Page Memorial Grizzly Century Weekend. Kimberly Hoffman was
again in charge of our club’s activities and reports that 22 clubsters
signed up. A sudden and fairly severe cold snap rolled through the
high Sierra on the Friday afternoon before the ride, dropping
considerable rain at the lower elevations and snow and ice higher up.
(I don’t know why this should be so surprising. October in the Sierra
is always going to be a chancy adventure. It’s just that most of our past
Grizzlies have been so pleasant and summer-like.) Driving toward
Oakhurst that afternoon, we were treated to a lovely double rainbow
with a backdrop of ridges flocked in fresh snow...lovely, but not really
what you want to be seeing when you have a hard century on the card
for the following day, right up amidst those snow-flocked ridges. We
huddled around the campfire on Friday night, hoping for the best but
fearing the worst before retiring to our chilly tents.

Fortunately for all the worried riders, the rain (and snow) had petered
out by morning and we enjoyed a dry day throughout. It was cold
though! (The hardest thing I did all day may have been climbing out
of my sleeping bag to get dressed.) Rest stop workers told us it was

down to 17° in the wee hours of the morning, and it was barely 30°
when we rolled out at 8:00 am, after the traditional Grizzly breakfast.
With four or five miles of wind-chilled downhills at the start, we were
wickedly nipped about the extremities...exquisitely, intensely pain-
ful. But once we started the long, long climbs that make up most of
the early going, it became tolerable and even borderline balmy,
although most of us kept most of our cold-weather clothing on all
day. For something like 30 miles during the middle of the ride—up
at the highest elevations—we were riding through a winter wonder-
land, with snow blanketing all the meadows and forest floor alongside
the road, although the road itself was clear and dry. It looked like a
pretty Christmas card scene. Not that the Griz needs much help being
pretty: it really is the most beautiful century around. Always a full
helping of eye candy. The dire weather forecast prompted some in our
group to modify their plans for the ride, but most who came to do the
whole century did in fact get it done, although not on the regular
course. With the snow and ice at the highest spots on the course, the
organizers decided overnight to modify the route, so that it turned
into a simple 52.5-mile out-&-back to the end of the pavement on the
first road. I’m not sure how this avoided any more snow and ice than
the regular route would have offered up. We still climbed up into that
snow zone, and in the end, we had more elevation gain than we would
have had on the normal loop. (I logged 105 miles and 11,500' of gain.)
A few folks did the normal course, without support beyond the
midpoint, but most of us stuck with Plan B. Having done the old
course a few times, I took it as an opportunity to experience those
early miles going the other way: all the climbs turned into descents
and all the descents into climbs, and all the views seen from the other
way around. It made it a very different and unexpected ride.

Once back to North Fork, we rolled down the hill to the big dinner
feed...barbecued chicken, tri-tip, and ribs. After dinner, we gathered
back at camp and had another pleasant evening around the camp-
fire—much warmer than Friday night—complete with smores and
wine and pleasant conversation. Ditto for breakfast on Sunday
morning: nippy but sunny; a big fire to warm the tootsies, and plenty
of hearty grub to pack away before the drive home. Thanks to
Kimberly for putting all the pieces together.

Now then...back to the back yard rides we know and love so well. We
left this endless chronicle one month ago with Wayne Kellam leading
a ride out of Petaluma. We pick that theme up for the following week’s
ride, with Tony Lee leading a ride out of Petaluma: Le Tour de
Limantour. But that’s where the similarity ends, as Tony’s ride never
happened. On the weekend of the Autumnal Equinox, when summer
shades over into fall, we got our first hint of winter: an early rain front
that killed the ride and denied us the opportunity to visit the distant
Limantour Beach. Tony says he’ll relist in another month.

It was a brief bit of bad weather though, and the next day everyone
who wanted to ride found a way to do so, some with improvised rides,
solo or with pals, and some on Sue Bennett’s AB ride from Santa Rosa
out to the smaller burgs of Cotati and Sebastopol. Sue sent in this
note about her ride: “With a bit of a fall nip in the air, 15 riders left
Howath Park. The moderate climb on Bennett Valley followed by the
climb on Sonoma Mtn and Pressley warmed us.  After a quick descent
on Roberts and a jaunt on E. Cotati (aka Traffic Light Alley), we took
a cruise through the south Sebastopol area and eventually made it to
Coffee Catz.  We sat and chatted on the patio for quite awhile, enjoying
a picture-perfect fall day. From there, it was an easy ride back to
Howarth via the Joe Rododa trail and Sonoma Avenue.”
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RIDE SCHEDULEThe following system is used in our ride
schedule so that riders can estimate the
relative difficulty of each ride.

TERRAIN

1: Mostly flat (River Road, Dry Creek)

2: Rolling, easy grades (Westside Road)
3: Moderate grades (Graton Road)
4: Hilly; a few steep climbs (Coleman
Valley Road, Franz Valley Road)
5: Very hilly; lots of long climbs (Trinity
Grade, The Geysers, Skaggs Springs Road)

(If available, elevation gain may be listed.)

TEMPO
Actual ride speed may vary, depending on
terrain, distance, weather, and group dynam-
ics. Tempo listing is only a ballpark estimate.
A: relaxed pace; frequent regroups; waits for
all riders. Over 26 minutes*

B: touring pace; regroups every 30-45 min-
utes; waits for all riders. 23-26 minutes*

C: brisk pace; pacelines likely; regroups every
30-60 minutes. 19-22 minutes*

D: aggressive pace; pacelines; slower riders
may miss regroups. Under 19 minutes*
*Times are for official SRCC speed trap: 4.4 mostly
uphill miles on Graton Road from Ross Road in
Graton to summit at Tanuda/Facendini junction. If
you want to know where you fit in on club rides,
time yourself on this section (at your normal riding
tempo) and compare your time to the list above.

DISTANCE
The last figure in the formula, stated in ap-
proximate miles. (If in doubt, leader should
overestimate mileage slightly.)

• RSVP WITH RIDE LEADER •

Ride leaders should provide maps and/or
route instructions. Riders should carry I.D.,
cash, tube(s), flat repair kit, water bottle(s),
and have their own map in case they get lost.

HELMETS ARE MANDATORY ON
ALL CLUB RIDES!

Non-members are welcome on club rides!  (Non-
members must sign a liability waiver provided
by the ride leader.) If the course seems too long
or difficult, the ride leader can generally suggest
an alternate starting place or bail-out route.

RAIN CANCELS ALL RIDES, UNLESS
OTHERWISE NOTED.

RIDES LEAVE PROMPTLY AT TEN
MINUTES AFTER THE LISTED TIME.

PDF route slips available at www.srcc.com...go to Current Ride List

SATURDAY • NOVEMBER 3

Dry Creek Time Trial
First, a group ride at conversational pace to
preview the course. That starts at 9:00 AM at
Kinley and Dry Creek Roads. Suggested park-
ing is at City Hall in Healdsburg. Individual
Time Trial begins at 10:00. Riders are released,
slowest to fastest, at 1:00 or :30 intervals,
depending on how many of us there are. The
10.9 mile course is: S on Kinley > R on Westside
> R on West Dry Creek > R on Lambert > R on
Dry Creek > R on Kinley to finish. May or may
not be a further ride to Mill Creek after the time
trial, depending on who shows up, etc.

Randall Ray—433-2555

SUNDAY • NOVEMBER 4

Mt Tam: Up & Back
4/B/35

10:00 AM • Downtown Fairfax
Fairfax-Bolinas > L on W. Ridgecrest > L on E.
Ridgecrest to summit (rest stop) > Retrace
route to Fairfax.

 Wayne Kellam—523-1878

Mt Tam: All the Way Around
4-5/C/60

10:00 AM • Downtown Fairfax
Same as B ride to summit, then: Retrace to L on
Pan Toll > L on Panoramic > L on Sequoia
Valley > Edgewood > L on Marion > Cascade Dr
> R on Miller (regroup in Mill Valley town
plaza) > Continue thru Mill Valley, Straw-
berry, Belvedere, Tiburon, Paradise Drive, Corte
Madera, Larkspur, Kentfield, Ross, San
Anselmo, & back to Fairfax. See route slip at
website for full route. Very complex, but plenty
of regroups and good maps. Shortcut avail-
able that saves 18 miles.

Bill Oetinger—823-9807

November Noodling
2/A/37

9:00 AM • Finley Center
Stony Point Lot

L on Stony PointR on Santa Rosa Creek Trail >
Loop under Fulton  > R on Fulton (south) > R
on Hall > L on Sanford > R on Occidental > R
on Hwy 116 > R on Frei > L on Guerneville >
R on Laguna > Trenton-H’burg > R on Eastside
> R on Windsor River > L on Windsor > R on
McClelland (rest stop at Café Noto) > L on
Honsa > R on Windsor River > L on Windsor >
L on Slusser > L on Laughlin > Woolsey > L on

Oakwild > L on W. Olivet > R on Olivet > L on
Piner > R on Willowside > L on Hall > L on
Fulton > R on SR Creek Trail > L on Stony
Point to Finley Park.

Ken Russeff—953-1804

SATURDAY • NOVEMBER 10

SECOND SATURDAY
and Century of the Month

4/C/73 or 100 • 4/B/57 • 2/A/25
9:00 AM  • Youth Comm. Park

C route: L on Fulton > L on Wood > L on
Woolsey > L on River > R on Trenton > L on
Laguna > R on Vine Hill > R on Green Valley >
R on Thomas > Maddocks > R on GV > L on
Harrison Grade > R on Graton > L on Boho >
R on Coleman Valley > L on Hwy 1 > L on Bay
Hill > L on Hwy 1 > L on Bodega Hwy > L on
Salmon Creek > R on Fitzpatrick to end >
Retrace to R on Salmon Creek to end > Retrace
to L on Bodega > L on Joy > L on (upper)
Fitzpatrick to end of road and Grove of Old
Trees > Retrace to R on Joy > L on Bittner > L
on Boho > R on Occidental > R on Cherry
Ridge > R on Mill Station > Cross 116 to West
County Trail > Jog LR onto E. Hurlbut > L on
High School > R on Occi > L on Sanford > R on
Hall > L on Fulton > L into Park. B route: Same
as above but skip out-&-backs. A route: Same
as above to Green Valley, then L on Sullivan >
R on Mill Station > L on Occidental (rejoin
other routes). C+ route (century): Same a C
route to Bittner, then...L on Boho > L on
Moscow > R on River > L on Armstrong Woods
> R on Rio Nido > L on River > R on Sunset >
R on Westside > R on Wohler > L on Eastside
> R on Trenton-HB > L on Mark West Station
> R on Slusser > R on River > L on Trenton
(Woolsey) > R on Oakwild > L on W. Olivet > R
on Olivet > L on Piner > R on Fulton to park.

A & C: Looking for leaders
B: Dave Batt—546-5301

C+: Bill Oetinger—823-9807

SUNDAY • NOVEMBER 11

Chalk Hill Road Adopt-a-
Backroad Litter Pick-up Day
9:00 AM • San Miguel School

See page 8 for more details...

SATURDAY • NOVEMBER 17

Lotsa Hills and Two Rocks
3/BC/48

9:30 AM • Cotati Vets
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 REGULAR RIDES

Wednesday Wanna-B’s
B or C tempo • 30-50 miles

9:00 AM
First Wednesday: Howarth Park, Santa Rosa

B: Beth Anderson—874-3685

C: Greg Stone—527-6116
Second Wednesday: Healdsburg City Hall

B: No leader
C: EricPeterson—433-7737

Third Wednesday: Ragle Park, Sebastopol
B: Looking for a leader
C: Looking for a leader

Fourth Wednesday: Ragle Park, Sebastopol
B: Alfred Mascy—546-0898

Joe Conway—875-9056
Ed Steiger—538-7395

C: Johann Heinzl—539-7991
Fifth Wednesday: Howarth Park, SR

B: Bob Briner—799-7146
C: Looking for a leader

Friendly Fridays
2-3/B/25-40 • 9:00 AM

at the following starting points:
First Friday: Cotati Dog Park

Greg Stone—527-6116
Second Friday: Howarth Park, Santa Rosa

Martin Clinton—569-0126
Third Friday: Ragle Park, Sebastopol

Doug Newberg—579-0925
Fourth Friday: City Hall lot, H’burg

Warren Watkins—433-4403
Fifth Friday (B group only): Esposti Park

Buck Hall—537-1946

2-4/C/35-50 • 9:00 AM
Same schedule as other Friday rides.

Martha Barton—538-9315
Todd Sloan—571-1804

2-3/A/25-30 • 9:00 AM
Janice Eunice—575-9439

R on Myrtle > Valparaiso  > L on Lund Hill > L
on Cypress > R on Railroad > L on Stony Point
> R on Jewett > Center > R on Liberty > R on
Skillman > Eucalyptus > R on Middle Two
Rock > L on Purvine > R on Spring Hill > L on
Petaluma-Valley Ford > L on Gericke > R on
FalIon-Two Rock > Whitaker Bluff > L on
Middle > L on Dillon Beach (rest stop in
Tomales) > R on Hwy 1 > R on Fallon-Two
Rock > L on Carmody > R on Petaluma-Valley
Ford > L on Walker > L on Pepper > L on
Mecham > L on Stony Point > R on W. Sierra
> R on Valparaiso  > Myrtle to Vets.

Steve Drucker—538-5256

Twin Hills Holiday
2-AB-35+

9:00 AM • Southwest Comm. Park
L on Hearn > L on Stony Point > R on Roblar
> R on Petaluma-Valley Ford > R on
Bloomfield > L on Pleasant Hill (rest stop at
Twin Hills Apple Ranch) > R on Elphick > L
on Hwy 116 > R on Joe Rodota Trail > L S.
Wright > R Joe Rodota Trail > exit trail R at
Brittain Ln > R on Sebastopol Rd > L on
Corporate Center Parkway > L on Northpoint
> R on Stony Point > L on Hearn to park.

Sue Bennett—523-1322

SUNDAY • NOVEMBER 18

Fall in the Wine Country
2/A/B/30

9:00 AM  • Healdsburg City Hall
L on Grove > L on Healdsburg Ave > R on
Alexander Valley > Hwy 128 > L on Pine Flat >
L on Red Winery > L on Geysers > R on Hwy
128 > R on Geyserville > L on Canyon > R on
Dry Creek > L on Yoakim Bridge > L on West
Dry Creek > L on Westside > Mill > L on Vine.

Rose Mello—543-5889

THURSDAY • NOVEMBER 22

Thanksgiving Day Ride
2/B/30

10:00 AM • Finley Park (Stny Pt lot)
L on Stony Point > R on SR Creek Trail > L
under SP towards downtown > L on Joe Rodota
overcrossing > L on S Wright at trail end > R
on Ludwig > L on Llano > R on Todd > L on Old
Gravenstein > L on Hwy 116 > R on Hessel >
R on Turner > R on Blank > R on Canfield > R
on Bloomfield > L on PLeasant Hill > L on
Watertrough > R on Bodega Hwy > L on Ragle
> R on Mill Station > Cross 116 to pick up trail
> Thru Sebastopol  >  Joe Rodota Trail > L on
Wright > Fulton > R on SR Creek Trail > Exit
trail opposite side of Stony Point, etc.

Kimberly Hoffman—579-3754

SATURDAY • NOVEMBER 24

Napa-Pope Sampler Pack
3-4/C/75

9:00 AM • Pioneer Park, Calistoga
Cedar > R on Pine > L on Hwy 29 > R on
Diamond Mtn to end > Retrace to R on 29 > L
on Lodi > R on Silverado Trail > L on Sage
Canyon > L on Chiles & Pope Valley > Pope
Valley > L on Ink Grade > R on White Cottage
> L on College > R on Sky Oaks > L on
Washburn > L on Diogenes > R on Brookside
> L on White Cottage > Howell Mtn > Pope
(rest stop in St Helena) > Out-&-back on White
Sulphur Springs (optional: group vote) > Thru
St Helena to L on Hwy 29 > R on Pratt > L on
Silverado Trail > R on Glass Mtn > R on
Sanitarium > L on Deer Park > R on Mund > L
on Sunnyside > L on Sanitarium > R on Crystal
Springs > R on Sil Trail > L on Dunaweal > R
on Bike Path to Calistoga. Another absurdly
complicated meander on the backroads of
Napa County...taking you places you’ve never
been before! Lots of chances for short cuts.

Bill Oetinger—823-9807

SUNDAY • NOVEMBER 25

Winter Wridin’
3/A/32

9:00 AM • Ragle Park
L on Ragle > L on Mill Station > R on Barlow
> L on Occidental > R on Bike Path > L on
Railroad > L on Graton > L on Boho Hwy (rest
stop at Wildflour Bakery) > R on Bodega Hwy
> L on Valley Ford-Freestone > L on Hwy 1 >
Straight on Petaluma-Valley Ford Rd > L on
Roblar > L on Canfield > R on Bloomfield > L
on Peasant Hill > L on Watertrough > R on
Bodega Hwy > L on Ragle to park.

Ken Russeff—953-1804

SATURDAY • DECEMBER 1

Kimberly’s Favorite’s
2/B/40

9:30 AM • Finley Park (Stny Pt Lot)
L on Stony Point > R on SR Creek Trail > L on
Fulton > R on Hall > > L on Sanford > R on
Occidental > R on West County Trail to
Foresville > L on Hwy 116 > R on Martinelli >
L on Old River > Thru Hacienda > L on River
> R on Westside > R on Wohler Bridge > L on
Eastside > > R on Trenton-H’burg > L on Mark
West Station > L on Starr > R on > Windsor
River > L on Windsor > R into Town Green
Plaza > (rest stop at Cafe Noto) > L on Windsor
Road > L on Slusser > L on Laughlin > R to stay
on Laughlin > Woolsey > L on Oakwild > L on
W. Olivet > R on Olivet > L on Piner > R on
Willowside > L on SR Creek Trail > Exit trail

•  FOR SALE ••  FOR SALE •
DT Swiss Rims, new & used

1450’s (1450 grams a set) • 28 spokes,
bladed, front & rear • Radial front, 2x rear

Used • Retail: $750 a set; asking $275
340’s (1685 grams a set) • 28 spokes front,

32 rear
New • Retail: $600; asking $400

Wes—545-3240

Specialized Roubaix Road Bike
Brand new • 56 cm • Black & White •

Mavic Open Pro Wheels
Shimano 105 gruppo • $1700 OBO

Linda—217-9433

opposite side of Stony Point, etc.
Kimberly Hoffman—579-3754
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BACKROADS & BREAKAWAYSMore
A week later, Cotati was on the card again, as the start site for Rose
Mello’s AB trek out to an even smaller town—Freestone—and a
carbo-loading pit stop at the Wildflour Bakery. Rose reports: “Start-
ing off I had to apologize to all the riders that the ride turned out to
be 46 miles instead of 30. On the way out, we skipped doing Middle
and on the way back we took Roblar. We ended up doing 40 miles.
Everybody had a great time some of us took our time riding back.”

That same day—the last day of September—Doug McKenzie had a C
ride tackling Sweetwater from the Hop Kiln side, with the steep little
pitches on Green Valley and Harrison Grade thrown in for added
spice. “About 20 riders showed up for this ride. Nice weather...a
couple of flats and wrong turns which separated the group a bit.  After
a long, unplanned regroup and water stop at Armstrong Grove, we
headed out to Occidental. We kept the pace high at the front and
scattered the group a bit. A long break in Occidental to regroup and
refuel brought most of us back together. It was a great day to be out
with a great group.”

The first Saturday in October brought us the Grizzly Century. It also
featured another Tom Helm pace line clinic and the latest edition of
Doug McKenzie’s 2CCC ride (Two County Coastal Century). This ride
kicked my keester last year, so I avoided it this year by going to the
Griz. But Doug still had some company. “About 11 starters at Piner
High. I think a lot of the century folks opted for the Griz. We picked
up three or four more along the way to Occidental. We ended up
riding with some Gianni boys who by chance were going the same
way as us until Bay Hill. A couple peeled off at Bay Hill for the 55-
miler. The remaining group stuck together well all the way to the
coast. After a short regroup overlooking the ocean, we headed out to
Tomales. We were still over 10 strong at Tomales, but there half
decided to do the 75 and the rest of us headed down to Marshall. The
weather was perfect and the group was well matched. Regroups at the
top of climbs were only a couple minutes. We pacelined down the
coast and into the wind on Chileno Valley. Deanna was at Bloomfield
for our final refuel stop. I told her water and electrolytes will do, but
she picked up some Halloween-size Snickers... irresistible at this
point in the ride. We had one rider skip the wicked final ascent on
Burnside and the four of us remaining split for our final destinations
(Occidental, Sebastopol and Santa Rosa) after the summit. I ended up
with 101 miles on the almost perfect day for cycling. I couldn’t ask for
a better group and better weather for my birthday ride.”

Next up were the Second Saturday rides, staging out of Ragle Park in
Sebastopol. All of the routes had been created by Rose Mello as a
possible package for the picnic rides. But the traditional picnic rides
had already been published in the August newsletter and so we held
on to these routes for another date, and this was it. She did a nice job
of stringing some old familiar roads together in new combinations
that made things fresh. After raining steadily all day on Friday, it had
cleared off overnight so that Saturday morning was bright and crisp
and freshly scrubbed...the best sort of autumn day. Janice Oakly was
the C leader, but there wasn’t a listed B leader, and it wasn’t quite
clear—to me, anyway—who was on the B ride and who was on the
C ride. Altogether, along with George Gallegos’ A riders, it made for
a pretty big crowd in the parking lot at the start...maybe close to 50
people. But it all seemed to work out, in spite of at least one mass
wrong turn early on. The hills—in this case, Graton and Green
Valley—did their usual, efficient job of sorting the riders into smaller

groups, so that the great mass of riders at the start was diced up into
little clots of half a dozen each, with the occasional lone lost sheep in
the gaps in between. I peeled off the route around mid-ride to gather
up some extra miles, but Janice tells me that everything went
smoothly over the balance of the ride.

On Sunday, Richard Stone lead a ride up around the usual Wine
Country haunts...Alexander and Dry Creek Valleys. He sent in this
note about the day: “We had 23 people show up, three of whom were
from out of the area and were not familiar with the roads, so they
required some special attention, which was okay. The spirit of the ride
was quite enjoyable and overall was a darn good ride. Zero downside
and excellent conditions plus, best of all: great people.”

We don’t do the Black and Blue Bottom awards anymore, but if we did,
two worthy candidates would be Dennis Forer and Larry Wendt. Both
have had fairly serious accidents. Back in mid-summer, Dennis hit a
pot hole and did a front summy, landed on his head and broke a bone
in his neck. This has resulted in the loss of some function in his right
arm, which may or may not come back. More recently, Larry was
tripped up by a not-to-code speed bump in Windsor and broke a
collarbone, four ribs, and his pelvis. He’s still recovering. If you know
these guys, give ’em a call. They could use some cheering up.

Last month we reported on several club members who had been
fortunate enough to put together cycle-tour vacations in the Pyrenees
this past summer. One of them was Craig Johnson, and he will be our
featured speaker at the November meeting, sharing with us his
photos from that grand adventure. If you can’t make the meeting or
if you want a sneak preview of his pix, you can find them at this site:
http://picasaweb.google.com/cjbigcog.

Finally, here’s a note from club member David Becker, who along
with his wife, is doing a tour of duty in the Peace Corps in the Ukraine.
This is almost a cycle-tour report, but a bit different: “We do have
wonderful roads here: outside of the city traffic is minimal, road
surface is okay, slurry seal at times, pot-holes at others. Gorgeous
vistas of rolling hills, golden onion domes poking out of the forest...and
peasants. Peasants,  just like I have read about in so many Russian
novels. You should see some of the faces and the hands, history
written in time worn hands. I am living in a Russian novel. Wonder-
ful. Interestingly  I got hooked up with the local masters champ. Like
Dave Walters, he is a shop owner and races on the side. Me with my
town bike...heavy, thick tires just lacking fenders but I have a bell!  At
least I have a bell. Bike envy is alive and well  here in the Ukraine.  You
can never have too many bikes. Fun in the Ukrainian sun, anticipat-
ing winter. Brrrrr.”

Looking for a program coordinator
We are currently looking for someone to handle the job of bringing
in the guest speakers or other entertainment for our monthly club
meetings. Sometimes, all this amounts to is figuring out which
month works best for all of the pending speakers or presentations.
The speakers will be beating a path to your door. Other times, for
whatever reason, nothing is going on, and the coordinator has to get
a little proactive about dreaming up new programs.

This isn’t an assignment that would appeal to everyone, but there are
probably a few of you out there who could get into the notion of being
the club’s booking agent. If you like the idea of bringing interesting
guests before the club members...slide shows, lectures, videos...then
talk to someone on the Board about what’s involved.
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Or, perhaps better yet, create a new award of your own to present to
someone. This is where the gag and goof type awards often come in,
but they can also be entirely serious and respectful. Almost every
single award that we now consider traditional—from the Gearhead
to the Good Shepherd to the Golden Shoe—began life as one of these
grass roots expressions of appreciation...from one member to an-
other. Perhaps the new award you introduce this year will be an old
standard ten years from now.

• Executive Board Officers •
Each year we elect a new slate of officers to sit on the club’s Executive
Board. These worthies meet once a month at a Board meeting and
make the decisions that guide the club along its way.

Each year, many of those Board members choose to continue in their
positions for another year, but almost always, a few will decide it’s
time to step down and let someone else take a turn. And such is the
case this year: we will have two or three openings for Officers-at-
Large. Could one of these openings be a good fit for you?

The duties of Board members are not overly burdensome: attend one
Board meeting and one General meeting each month. (Some ab-
sences are to be expected, but not too many.) Meetings generally run
a couple of hours, which includes time for dinner (provided by the
club). The President will work through an agenda of several items,
generating varied amounts of discussion and sometimes calling for
votes on the issues in question. Some are small matters and some are
very significant for the future plans and policies of the club.

In some cases, officers will take on special tasks related to some topic
under discussion—doing research or running errands—but such
extra efforts are not required of the office.

In short, it’s an easy and enjoyable way to assist your club and to learn
about and participate in the leadership of this organization. (All of the
topics being discussed have something to do with cycling, and we all
love talking about that, right?) If being a key player in the club appeals
to you, and if you’d like to know more about what’s involved in this
commitment, talk with any current member of the Board.

• New Years Party •
Sharron and Ron Bates and René Goncalves have hosted the club’s
New Years Day ride and party for several years now. This year, they
have decided to pass the party on to someone new. If you have
attended one of these affairs in recent years, you know they have
become quite the big production. In fact Sharron and René are
victims of their own success: they did too good a job and they raised
the bar, year by year, to the point where it was simply too much to take
on again. They wore themselves out doing such a great job.

So they’re opting out. But that doesn’t mean anyone who agrees to
host the party in future has to match the parties of years past. Our goal
at this point is to dial back the entire production just a bit...not quite
such a lavish spread of food and more of it pot luck and relaxed.

The club will list a set of ABC rides tailored to roll past your house
around midday on New Years Day. If the weather cooperates, you
might see as many as 50 or even 75 visitors over the course of two or
three hours. The club will help with the supplies. The members will
help with the pot luck. Most of what you need to provide is the site for
the whole affair. If you’re interested, let us know. We’ll work with you
to make it as easy as it can be...and as fun too.

End-of-the-year           —Continued from page 1 Joe Morgan to be 2008 WCC Chair
Long-time club member Joe Morgan has agreed to act as Chair for the
2008 Wine Country Century. Joe has been a key player on many past
WCC’s, working on a variety of tasks over the years. He knows the
ropes, and now that he’s retired, feels he will have the time to commit
to this all-important project. All Board members and concerned club
members are breathing a great sigh of relief, knowing now that the
event will be in such capable hands in the upcoming year.

Joe’s first official act as Chair is to convene the first WCC Committee
Chairs Planning Meeting....

2008 WCC Planning Meeting
Tuesday • November 6

6:00 PM • Round Table Pizza
6314 Commerce Blvd, Rohnert Park

Many topics relating to the event will be on the table for discussion,
including potential issues with county planning and the CHP, entry
fees, field limits, VIP passes, and all the usual logistical challenges
that the event entails. If you’re a committee chair with suggestions
on how to improve things in your department or at the century in
general, you should be there.

Let Joe know you’ll be coming. Make a note of this contact info: you
will be referring to it often in the months ahead...

778-8209 • themorganfamily@comcast.net

SRCC on the web: a site to behold
Have you surfed around the Santa Rosa Cycling Club’s website lately?
If you haven’t, you should. It’s an attractive site, recently redesigned.
It’s loaded with good information, and decorated with numerous
photos of the lovely cycling back roads and scenery of the North Bay.
If, for instance, you go to the archives for either past newsletters or
past ride lists, you will find a handsome photo of some back road or
some club ride embellishing the page for each month...a different one
on every single page. It’s a challenge to see home many of the spots
shown in the photos you can identify. And they keep changing...new
photos of different roads or trails popping up all the time.

Who’s responsible for all the nice photos and the well-designed site?
That would be our hard-working webmaster, Bill Osburn. Bill has
been managing our club site (srcc.com) pretty much since we first
put a page on the ’net...a long, long time. He has helped the site grow
from next to nothing to its current state...a state which is as good as
any bike club site you will ever find, anywhere, and considerably
better than most of them. As is the case with most of our best club
volunteers, Bill does what he does quietly, behind the scenes, without
any fanfare and with little in the way of thanks.

Bill is just in the process of moving to Sacramento. He says he will
keep doing the site from his new home. We hope that’s true. He would
be hard to replace. But in case he does begin to slip away from us,
you’d better check out the site while his excellent work is still on
display. And thank him for all his work if you happen to see him.

�  �  �   �



8

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
Wednesday, November 14 • 6:30 PM

Round Table Pizza
(Occidental Road, west of Stony Point)

Craig Johnson, reporting on his cycle-tour in the Pyrenees
See Backroads & Breakaways for more info.

Wednesday, December 12

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETINGS
(Open to all interested members)

Thursday, November 8 • 6:00 PM

TLCD Architecture • 111 Santa Rosa Ave. (SW corner at 1st St)
Door open between 5:45 and 6:00pm • After that, call 478-9387

Thursday, December 6

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

Member:
LAB • CBC • CABO • REBAC • SCTC • IMBA • SCBC

SANTA ROSA CYCLING CLUB
PO Box 6008

Santa Rosa, CA 95406

President: Craig Gaevert ....................................... 545-4133
Vice-President: Greg Durbin ................................ 528-4450
Secretary: Donn King ........................................... 823-5461
Treasurer: Donna Emery ...................................... 546-6359
Officers at Large
Robin Abramson .................................................... 569-0620
Charlie Rowell ....................................................... 432-4538
John Miklaucic ...................................................... 545-3470
Gordon Stewart ..................................................... 823-0941
Martin Clinton ....................................................... 569-0126

Bill Oetinger (newsletter editor, ride director) ....823-9807
Bill Osburn (webmaster) .......................................477-6974
Sharron Bates (club apparel sales) ...................... 526-3512
Craig Gaevert (membership registration) ............545-4133
cgarch@sonic.net

SRCC website: http://www.srcc.com
srccride@sonic.net (Bill Oetinger, e-wrangler)
Membership applications available at website.

The Santa Rosa Cycling Club is a social/recreational organization comprised of
cycling enthusiasts with a wide range of abilities and interests. Our purpose is to
promote the safe and efficient use of bicycles through club rides and events, and by
maintaining an active presence in the local community. We encourage a large and
vital membership and try to provide rides for all abilities. We publish a membership
roster and a monthly newsletter and ride calendar. We hold a general membership
meeting and an Executive Board meeting once each month.

Chalk Hill Road
Adopt-a-Backroad
Litter Pick-up Day

9:00 AM • Sunday • November 11
San Miguel School (Faught Rd)

This should have been the date for our annual visit to our
original adopted backroad: West Dry Creek. But it turns out the
West Dry Creek Homeowners’ Association is doing their own
litter day on Saturday, Nov 10. There would be no litter for us
to pick up on the 11th. Next year, we hope to coordinate these
litter pick-up days and do it as a joint effort...our club and their
neighborhood association. But we didn’t get organized in time
this year. So instead we will do our other adopted backroad:
Chalk Hill. We missed it last spring because we were doing a
special project on Bennett Valley in conjunction with the Tour
of California, so it’s overdue for some attention.

Many hands make light work of this task...around 40 sets of
hands would be just about right.

Then we retire to a local bistro for lunch, courtesy of the club.
To sign up, or for more information...

Richard Stone—292-3006
stonebiker@sbcglobal.net


